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“Come  back  to  me,  O  Sea  ! 

Back  to  my  heart  again  ! 

With  the  trodden  beach,  and  the  long  sea-reach, 
And  the  faces  of  friendly  men.” 
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EVANS’  COTTAGE. 


Lake  Ave.,  between  New  York  and  Penna.  Aves. 
Residence  of  Geo.  W.  Evans,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  0.  G.  C.  M.  A. 


Here  by  the  lake  in  Summer’s  soft  repose, 

And  near  the  sea.  the  citizen  shall  rest; 

Where  God  and  Nature  sweetly  interpose, 

Till  heart  and  home  are  both  supremely  blest,  x.  h.  », 


SUMMER  BY  THE  SEA 
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“  I  dream  of  it  so  much, 

Distant  and  yet  so  dear ; 

So  fresh  to  the  sense,  so  far  to  the  touch. 
So  dim,  and  yet  so  clear.” 


PUBLISHED  BY  ORDER  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION 

1875- 


PRESS  OF  JOHN  A.  HADDOCK , 

104  and  106  SOUTH  EIGHTH  STREET , 
PHILADELPHIA. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Ocean  Grove  Camp  Meeting  Association. 


Rev.  E.  H.  STOKES,  D.D,,  President ,  Ocean  Grove,  N.  J. 

Rev.  A.  E.  BALLARD,  Vice  President,  Burlington,  N.  J. 
GEORGE  W.  EVANS,  Esq.,  Secretary,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

D.  H.  BROWN,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  143  Bedford  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N. 
JOSEPH  H.  THORNLEY,  Esq.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Rev.  R.  J.  ANDREWS,  Pemberton,  N.  J. 

Rev.  A.  WALLACE,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Hon.  JAMES  BLACK,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

Hon.  J.  L.  HAYS,  Newark,  N.  J. 


Rev.  H.  B.  BEEGLE,  Superintendent, 

Ocean  Grove,  Monmouth  co.,  N.  J. 


NAMES  OF  THE  MEMBERS 


OF 

Ocean  Grove  Camp  Meeting  Association. 


Rev.  E.  H.  STOKES,  D.D.,  New  Jersey. 

Rev.  R.  V.  LAWRENCE,*  New  Jersey. 

Rev.  GEO.  HUGHES,  New  Jersey. 

Rev.  W.  B.  OSBORN,  Georgia. 

D.  H.  BROWN,  Esq.,  New  York. 

Rev.  J.  S.  INSKIP,  New  York. 

Rev.  BENJ.  ADAMS,  New  York 

Rev.  ALFRED  COOKMAN,*  Pennsylvania. 

Rev.  ADAM  WALLACE,  Pennsylvania, 

Rev.  J.  H.  STOCKTON,  New  Jersey. 

Rev.  A.  E.  BALLARD,  New  Jersey. 

Rev.  WM.  FRANKLIN,  New  Jersey. 

Rev.  ROBT.  J.  ANDREWS,  New  Jersey. 
JOSEPH  H.  THORNLEY,  Esq.,  Pennsylvania. 
GEORGE  W.  EVANS,  Esq.,  Pennsylvania. 
CHRISTOPHER  SICKLER,  Esq.,  New  Jersey. 
GEORGE  FRANKLIN,  Esq.,*  New  Jersey. 
JOHN  MARTIN,  Esq.,  New  Jersey. 

GEO.  W.  CHEESEMAN,  Esq.,  New  York. 

Hon.  JAMES  BLACK,  Pennsylvania. 

Rev.  J.  H.  ALDAY,  D.D.,  Pennsylvania. 

Rev.  J.  R.  DANIELS,  New  Jersey. 

Hon.  J.  L.  HAYS,  New  Jersey. 

Rev.  I.  SIMMONS,  New  York. 

T.  T.  TASKER,  Sr.,  Esq.,  Pennsylvania. 
HOLMES  MURPHY,  Esq.,  New  Jersey. 
STEPHEN  W.  ROGERS,  Esq.,  New  Jersey. 
GEO.  J.  HAMILTON,  Esq.,  New  York. 


^Deceased. 


SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

President  of  Ocean  Grove  Camp-Meeting  Association, 


October  i 2th,  1875. 


To  the  Members  of  the  Association  : 

Dear  Brethren — 

The  time  for  our  Annual  Meeting  has  again  arrived.  At  these 
gatherings,  as  is  my  duty,  you  properly  expect  that  I  should  lay  before 
you  the  facts,  figures  and  accomplishment  of  the  year  just  closed.  In 
doing  this  for  the  sixth  time,  it  is  but  just  to  say  that  the  task  is  perfor¬ 
med  with  emotions  of  a  purer  pleasure,  and  profounder  gratitude  to  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  than  ever  before.  Always  thankful  when  a  season  of  pros¬ 
perity  has  closed,  my  gratitude  has  an  intenser  glow  to-day,  because  the 
prosperity  of  no  previous  year,  all  things  considered,  has  equaled  the 
present.  In  view  of  the  continued  financial  embarassments  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  and  the  multiplication  of  Summer  resorts  and  Camp-Meeting  grounds, 
there  were  apprehensions,  at  the  commencement  of  the  season,  that  re¬ 
ceipts  might  not  equal  expenses,  and  the  recreative  feature  at  Ocean 
Grove  being  marked  and  prominent,  great  anxiety  was  felt  lest  the  relig¬ 
ious  element  should  become  subservient  to  simple  pleasure.  That  neither 
fear  has  been  realized,  produces  the  highest  satisfaction,  and  inflames  a 
love  towards  our  blessed  Lord,  which  I  trust  will  never  decrease,  much 
less  grow  cold. 

The  following  sentiment  is  on  the  first  page  of  my  last  Annual  Report : 
“  A  more  general  and  heartily-expressed  approval  of  our  work  has  been 
given,  and  many  persons  who  were  indifferent  or  opposed  to  us,  have  gone 
to  their  homes  this  year  deeply  interested  friends.”  This  paragraph  was 
true  in  its  application  to  the  season  of  1874,  but  it  is  ten-fold  truer  in  its 
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application  to  the  season  of  1875.  Spontaneous  and  voluntary  remarks, 
both  public  and  private,  have  fallen  from  the  lips  of  multitudes  of  our 
most  thoughtful  Ministers  and  people,  expressive  not  only  of  the  highest 
approval  of  our  work,  but  of  the  largest  personal  pleasure  and  profit  de¬ 
rived  from  a  brief  or  protracted  sojourn  at  this  place. 

As  the  great  design  of  Ocean  Grove  is  religious,  the  ever-swelling  tide 
of  such  united  and  hearty  testimony  cannot  be  other  than  doubly  and  al¬ 
ways  welcome.  Newspaper  correspondents,  too,  almost  without  number, 
from  this  place  to  all  parts  of  the  land,  near  and  remote,  have  spoken  of 
our  work,  generally  in  the  most  flattering  terms  of  praise.  Not  to  feel  a 
high-toned  pleasure  in  view  of  all  these  things,  would  argue  a  want  of 
appreciation  and  a  degree  of  ingratitude  which  none  of  us,  I  think,  pos¬ 
sess.  Let  us,  then,  in  the  silent  depths  of  our  hearts,  sing  perpetual  dox- 
ologies  of  praise  to  Him  through  whose  favor  alone  these  1  benign  and 
blessed  results  have  been  reached,  and  still  go  forward  to  greater  achieve¬ 
ments  and  a  holier  work. 

Without  further  preliminaries,  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the 


WORK  OF  THE  YEAR. 

By  this  I  mean  the  material  accomplishments  since  our  last  Annual 
Meeting.  These  have  been  extensive  and  varied.  Some  are  prominent, 
and  call  forth  admiration  ;  others  are  of  a  character  to  attract  but  little 
attention,  yet  equally  laborious,  costly  and  important. 

Memorial  Park. — The  first  to  which  I  call  your  attention  is  the  remo¬ 
val  of  the  sand-drift,  leveling,  soiling,  seeding  in  grass,  and  planting 
trees,  on  the  plot  of  ground  immediately  adjoining  the  Association  office, 
which  we  have  named,  for  reasons  which  will  appear,  “  Memorial  Park.” 
This,  from  being  unsightly  and  repulsive  to  the  eyes  of  persons  as  they 
stepped  from  the  stages  to  the  platform,  has  become  a  place  of  beauty  and 
attraction. 

The  sand-drift,  north  of  Ocean  Pathway,  extending  to  Thompson  Park, 
has  likewise  been  removed,  at  a  cost  of  $500,  adding  greatly  to  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  that  locality,  and  at  the  same  time  enabling  us  to  make  a  strip 
of  land,  from  8  to  15  feet  wide,  from  about  half-way  between  Pilgrim 
Pathway  and  Central  Avenue,  along  Wesley  Lake,  down  to  Beach,  equiv¬ 
alent  to  at  least  three  lots,  and,  if  placed  in  the  market,  could  be  sold  at 
a  handsome  price  :  while,  at  the  same  time,  by  this  arrangement,  the  bank 
along  the  lake,  which  before  was  irregular  and  unsightly,  has  been  leveled 
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and  graded  in  conformity  to  the  other  parts,  which,  when  seeded  or  sod¬ 
ded,  will  increase  the  beauty  of  that  locality  to  an  extent  equal  to  the 
whole  cost  of  moving  the  sand. 


AVENUES. 

The  various  Avenues  have  had  as  much  time  and  attention  as  means  al¬ 
lowed.  Central  Avenue  has  been  clayed  from  Wesley  Lake  to  Webb  ; 
Pilgrim  Pathway  from  Main  to  Broadway  ;  Ocean  Pathway  on  the  north 
side  from  Beach  to  Ocean  Avenue,  and  on  the  south  side  from  Ocean  Av¬ 
enue  to  Central  ;  Sea-View  from  Central  to  Ocean,  and  side-walks  on  the 
south  side.  Avenue  Parks,  at  the  Ocean  end  of  Embury,  Heck,  Pitman, 
Bath,  Surf  and  Atlantic  Avenues,  have  been  enclosed  with  a  plain,  sub¬ 
stantial  painted  fence,  while  the  roads  around  them  have  had  thorough 
coats  of  gravel,  to  keep  the  sand  from  drifting. 

Broadway  has  been  cut  through,  and  is  graded  out  to  the  turnpike. 
The  side-walks  on  this  Avenue  are  not  yet  completed.  Lawrence,  Ben¬ 
son  and  Whitefield  Avenues  have  been  graded  from  Main  Avenue  to  Wes¬ 
ley  Lake  ;  Mt.  Hermon  and  Mt.  Tabor  Ways  have  been  graded  from  Law¬ 
rence  to  Whitefield,  and  Mt.  Tabor  from  Pennsylvania  to  Pilgrim  Path¬ 
way,  and  Mt.  Carmel  from  New  York  to  Pilgrim  Pathway.  Embury, 
Webb  and  Abbott  Avenues  have  been  graded  from  Ocean  to  Beach. 
These,  being  wide  at  the  sea,  and  from  three  to  four  and-a-half  feet  be¬ 
low  the  grade,  required  in  many  cases  more  than  5,000  loads  of  sand  to 
bring  them  up  to  a  proper  level.  This,  though  most  important,  is  some 
of  the  kinds  of  work,  costly  and  laborious  as  it  is,  for  which  we  get  little 
or  no  credit  after  it  is  done. 

Heck  Avenue  is  cut  through  the  sand-drift,  and  curbed  from  Central  to 
the  sea.  Webb  is  curbed  from  half-way  between  Central  and  Beach,  to 
the  sea.  Central  Avenue  is  curbed  from  Main  to  Webb,  each  side.  Main 
Avenue  is  curbed  from  the  Post  Office  to  the  sea,  on  both  sides,  and  the 
side-walks  widened  towards  the  sea.  The  entire  side-walks  of  Main  Ave¬ 
nue,  from  gates  to  ocean,  are  in  excellent  condition. 

Both  sides  of  Bath  Avenue,  from  Pilgrim  Pathway  to  Central,  are 
curbed,  and  the  side-walks  clayed.  McClintock  Street,  from  Central  to 
Pilgrim  Pathway,  is  cut  through,  and  likewise  clayed  and  curbed.  The 
adjustment  of  these  Avenues  thus  far  has  involved  considerable  time  and 
expense,  yet  it  is  a  work  imperative  in  its  character,  and  should  not  cease 
till  all  are  done. 
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BUILDINGS  AND  OTHER  IMPROVEMENTS. 

As  our  work  expands,  additional  wants  arise  each  year,  and  these  must 
be  met  as  the  emergencies  demand.  The  value  of  our  tent  property  is 
considerable.  As  these  articles  are  frail  and  perishable,  it  was  found  diffi¬ 
cult  to  get  satisfactory  insurance  upon  them.  To  meet  this  difficulty,  it 
was  thought  advisable  to  become  our  own  insurers,  and  so  a  fire-proof 
tent-house  was  erected  at  the  corner  of  Pilgrim  Pathway  and  McClintock 
Street,  14x14,  two  stories  high,  which  serves  the  purpose  admirably,  and, 
when  completed,  will  be  an  ornament.  A  fire  engine  was  found  to  be  a 
necessity.  The  purchase  of  a  large  machine,  on  the  suction  principle, 
was  made,  and  this  required  a  house  for  its  shelter  and  protection.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  to  meet  this  want,  a  house  18x36  feet,  two  stories  high,  was 
built  on  Olin  Street,  near  Pilgrim  Pathway,  facing  Memorial  Park.  There 
is  one  large  room  below,  which  is  occupied  by  the  engine  and  apparatus, 
and  in  the  second  story  is  a  large  room  front,  and  a  small  one  back.  The 
front  room  should  be  plastered,  and  the  young  men  will  furnish  it.  Then, 
if  desired,  it  could  be  used  for  prayer  or  other  religious  meetings,  and  a 
reading  room.  A  reading  room  is  much  needed  at  this  place,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  Winter  time.  Books  and  periodicals  to  supply  it,  could  be 
had  with  little  or  no  cost. 
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The  removal  of  the  sand-drifts  north  of  Ocean  Pathway,  rendered  the 
removal  of  the  ladies’  retirement  a  necessity.  In  place  of  the  unsightly 
sheds  formerly  used,  we  have  erected,  on  Bath  Avenue,  between  Pilgrim 
Pathway  and  Central,  what  is  known  as  the  Ladies’  Cottage,  a  neat  build¬ 
ing  in  the  cottage  style,  18x24  feet,  two  stories  high,  with  a  reception 
room  nicely  furnished  in  front,  with  proper  conveniences  in  the  room 
back.  The  vault  below  is  brick,  cemented  throughout.  The  second 
story  is  to  be  used  for  storage  in  the  Winter.  It  has  received  more  com¬ 
mendation,  and  is  less  offensive  than  anything  of  the  kind  ever  erected 
on  these  grounds.  The  gentlemen’s  retirement,  in  the  same  neighbor¬ 
hood,  has  had  a  brick  cemented  vault  placed  beneath  it,  and  otherwise 
much  improved.  Its  location  is,  however,  offensive  to  some. 

The  roof  of  a  four-square  building  having  fallen  into  our  hands  for  a 
small  sum,  we  erected,  at  the  foot  of  Main  Avenue,  by  the  sea,  a  small 
pavilion,  and  covered  it  with  this  roof,  thus  affording  at  a  small  expense 
accommodations  for  the  people  in  that  locality.  Another  should  be  erect¬ 
ed,  farther  down  the  beach. 

A  very  neat  and  attractive  little  rustic  bridge  has  been  constructed  from 
the  main  land  at  McKendree  Park,  to  Fairy  Island,  making  a  nice  im¬ 
provement  at  that  place. 

On  the  31st  of  July,  at  the  Sixth  Anniversary  of  the  first  religious  meet¬ 
ing  held  upon  these  grounds,  there  was  erected,  as  commemorative  of  that 
event,  in  connection  with  the  anniversary  exercises,  in  Memorial  Park,  a 
“  Memorial  Vase,”  at  a  cost  of  a  little  over  $100.  The  vase  is  of  iron, 
and  stands  about  eight  feet  high.  It  is  designed,  not  simply  as  commem¬ 
orative  of  the  first  religious  meeting  held  upon  these  grounds,  but  as  the 
members  of  the  Association  die,  their  names  will  be  inscribed  upon  the 
marble  panels  found  upon  the  several  sides. 

The  panel  facing  Main  Avenue  has  inscribed  upon  it  : 

OCEAN  GROVE 

CAMP-MEETING  ASSOCIATION 
OF  THE 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

ORGANIZED  DEC.  2  2,  1 869. 

“HOLINESS  UNTO  THE  LORD.” 

ERECTED  JULY  3 1  ST,  1 8  75. 

On  the  panel  facing  West,  is  inscribed  : 

IN  MEMORIAM  : 

ALFRED  COOKMAN. 

RULIF  V.  LAWRENCE. 

GEORGE  FRANKLIN. 


12 


OCEAN  GROVE.  N.  J. 


The  three  brethren  who  have  preceded  us  to  the  better  land.  May  we 
who  remain,  after  our  labors  have  ceased  here,  if  thought  worthy  to  have 
our  names  inscribed  thereon,  be  found  with  them,  walking  with  God  in 
white. 

To  meet  the  demand  for  better  shade  in  front  of  the  stand,  a  substan¬ 
tial  frame,  75x100  feet,  (the  stand  and  side-wings  additional,)  with  16 
feet  posts,  was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  a  little  less  than  $ 1,000 ,  which  was 
covered  with  boughs  during  the  whole  season.  As  a  screen  from  the  sun 
it  was  perfect  ;  its  beautiful  appearance  was  subject  of  universal  remark, 
and  had  there  been  no  rains,  or  had  the  rains  been  less  frequent  than  they 
were,  it  would  have  met  every  want.  As  far  as  the  nature  of  things  al¬ 
lowed,  it  was  a  grand  success. 

Our  foreman,  Mr.  Lewis  Rainear,  whose  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
the  Association  is  marked  and  constant,  living  upon  the  grounds  the  year 
round,  needed  more  room  for  his  family.  An  addition  was  therefore  or¬ 
dered,  and  has  been  made  to  our  property  occupied  by  him,  on  Main 
Avenue,  between  Beach  and  Central,  north  side,  at  a  cost  of  about  $800, 
which  gives  him  a  pleasant  home.  But  the  cottage  being  upon  a  single 
lot,  the  grounds  were  too  small,  and  the  lot  adjoining  was  purchased  for 
his  greater  accommodation. 

A  large  amount  of  straw  is  used  by  us  through  the  season.  A  place  for 
its  storage  was  needed.  A  barracks  or  barn,  16x16,  with  13-feet  posts, 
was  built  for  this  purpose  on  the  stabling  grounds,  at  a  small  cost  by  our 
own  workmen,  with  materials  on  our  hands. 

Over  500  cedar  posts  and  poles  have  been  purchased,  27  of  which,  8 
inches  in  diameter,  and  14  feet  long,  are  used  to  support  the  Tabernacle, 
and  the  balance  (less  in  size,  but  longer,)  ure  used  for  tent-posts  and  eave 
poles. 

HORSES. 

Our  horse  arrangements  have  changed  somewhat  during  the  year.  We 
originally  had  but  one  horse,  purchased  for  $112.50,  which  did  a  good 
work  for  several  years.  Over  a  year  ago,  however,  having  run  down  and 
become  unfit  for  our  use,  he  was  sold  for  about  $25.  About  three  years 
ago  we  bought  of  Geo.  Rogers  a  good  pair  of  horses,  hack  and  harness, 
all  of  which  were  paid  for  in  lots.  These  served  us  grandly  until  last 
Winter,  when  one  of  them  died.  Last  Spring  another  pair  of  splendid 
draught  horses  were  bought  for  $400,  giving  us  now,  as  we  always  greatly 
need,  three  good  draught  or  road  horses,  all  of  which  are  in  fine  con¬ 
dition. 
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RAIL  ROAD. 

The  oft-repeated  question,  When  will  the  Rail  Road  come?  was  an¬ 
swered  on  the  28th  of  August  last  by  the  screech  of  the  steam  whistle  and 
the  rumbling  of  car  wheels.  Two  trains  were  run  on  the  afternoon  of 
that  day,  since  which  time  regular  trips  have  been  made  to  New  York 
city  and  intermediate  places.*  These  facts  create  a  new  era  in  the  history 
of  our  enterprize.  That  we  should  have  succeeded,  during  the  five  years 
of  our  existence,  in  bringing  so  many  thousands  of  people  to  our  grounds, 
over  a  stage  road  of  seven  miles,  with  modes  of  conveyance  never  more 
than  pleasant,  and  oftentimes  uncomfortable  and  offensive  to  the  last  de¬ 
gree,  is  one  of  the  marvels  of  modern  times.  And  yet,  notwithstanding 
all  these  inconveniences,  the  people  have  come  in  increasing  thousands 
year  by  year.  That  the  Rail  Road  reached  us  no  sooner,  is,  I  think,  one 
of  the  many  providential  indications  that  God  is  with  us  here.  An  ear¬ 
lier  arrival  would  have  found  us  unprepared  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
multitudes  it  would  have  brought ;  and  the  moral  status  of  our  enterprise 
not  fully  established,  misrule  would  no  doubt  have  overcome  us.  As  it 
is,  we  have  had  time  to  prepare  for  these  increasing  numbers,  and  the 
moral  status  of  the  place,  revealed  by  the  exercises  of  five  years,  so  far 
meets  with  approval  that  public  sentiment  will  now  sustain  us  in  its  per¬ 
petuation.  That  the  numbers  of  people  visiting  these  grounds  next  sea¬ 
son  by  reason  of  the  Rail  Road  and  the  Centennial  year,  will  be  greatly 
augmented,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  doubt.  This  new  influx  will  in¬ 
crease  our  opportunities  and  responsibilities.  There  will  be,  if  we  pre¬ 
pare  for  it,  increased  opportuuities  for  the  sale  of  lands,  and  for  doing 
good  to  the  souls  of  men  ;  there  will  also  be  new  and  grave  responsibil¬ 
ities  to  keep  intact  the  moral  and  religious  character  of  the  place — which 
moral  and  religious  character  is  its  chief  attraction,  a.7id  its  o?ily  power  ! 
For  all  these  opportunities  and  emergencies  let  us  gird  ourselves,  and 
then  I  am  sure  a  wise  and  gracious  God  will  make  us  fully  competent  to 
meet  them. 


LAND  PURCHASES. 

Considerable  advancement  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  in  the 
adjustment  and  purchase  of  lands. 

The  “  Swanton  tract,”  consisting  of  about  four  acres,  after  making 
deductions,  was  bought  last  December,  and  paid  for.  This  tract  lies  on 
the  southern  part  of  our  grounds,  and  includes  both  sides  of  Fletcher 
Lake,  from  the  ice-house  easterly  some  distance,  and,  south  of  Fletcher 

♦Since  the  above  was  written,  the  track  has  been  completed,  and  trains  are  now  run 
to  Sqnan. 
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Lake,  runs  east  well  on  towards  the  ocean,  and  westerly  about  half  way 
from  the  ice-house  to  the  turnpike. 

It  is  a  matter  of  profound  congratulation  that  we  are  able  to  announce 
to  you  the  purchase,  also,  of  about  thirty  acres  of  land  on  our  extreme 
southwest  border,  known  as  the  “  Russel  tract.”  It  runs,  as  you  will  see 
by  a  map  before  you,  from  our  ice-house,  joining  our  lands  by  a  straight 
line  on  the  north  to  the  turnpike,  and  then  on  considerably  beyond  the 
Rail  Road  west ;  then  by  a  line  on  the  south  side  of  Fletcher  Lake,  con¬ 
siderable  distance  towards  the  turnpike,  until  it  striks  off  southwesterly, 
giving  us  several  acres  of  the  high  ground  south  of  the  lake  near  the 
turnpike,  and  so  on  beyond  the  Rail  Road,  15  40-100  acres  on  the  other 
side  of  that  line.  This,  with  a  very  small  exception,  brings  into  our  pos¬ 
session  the  whole  of  Fletcher  Lake.  Thus,  with  the  undivided  control 
of  this  Lake,  it  maybe  opened,  and  made  as  beautiful  as  Wesley  Lake, 
quite  up  to  the  Rail  Road,  where  it  is  presumed  an  Ocean  Grove  depot 
will  ultimately  be  established.  This  purchase,  after  having  paid  $ 2,000 
down,  will  leave  our  land  indebtedness  about  $14,000,  which  is  a  wise  in¬ 
crease,  and,  if  the  land  is  rightly  managed,  will  in  ashort  time  more  than 
pay  the  original  cost.  I  shall  make  some  important  recommendations  in 
connection  with  this  land,  at  the  close  of  this  report. 

SANITARY  CONDITION. 

The  sanitary  condition  was  never  better  than  during  the  current  year. 
The  garbage  was  more  generally  and  regularly  attended  to  ;  there  was 
less,  indeed  scarcely  any,  refuse  matter  thrown  upon  the  ground  ;  clean¬ 
liness  was  a  marked  feature  all  through  the  tenting  grounds ;  and,  around 
the  cottages;  offensive  sights  and  odors  were  immediately  looked  after  and 
removed.  A  better  condition  of  things,  so  far  as  the  surface  of  the  soil 
was  concerned,  could  hardly  be  maintained,  with  so  many  people,  in  so 
small  a  space,  for  so  long  a  time.  It  is  a  matter  of  profound  satisfaction, 
too,  that  so  little  sickness  has  obtained— scarcely  any,  excepting  some  of 
the  ordinary  ailments  to  which  humanity  is  subject  every  where,  and  at 
all  times.  It  is  also  a  fact,  which  seems  to  us  worthy  of  special  mention, 
that  while  there  have  been  at  least  fifty  thousand  visitors  on  these  grounds 
during  the  Summer,  giving  us  a  settled  population  of  from  two  to  ten 
thousand  for  four  months,  but  four  deaths  have  taken  place  among  all 
these  multitudes,  and  during  all  this  time.  Two  of  these  were  infant 
children,  brought  here  sick,  and  finally  died.  The  third,  Daniel  Gary, 
Esq.,  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  subject  to  heart  disease  for  many  years,  after  being 
upon  the  grounds  for  some  days,  had  another  acute  attack,  and,  on  the  26th 
of  August,  slept  in  Jesus.  The  fourth,  Rev.  J.  B.  Keagy,  of  the  Metho- 
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dist  Church,  Canada,  came  here  in  June  in  a  prostrated  condition  from 
kidney  complaint.  To  the  great  joy  of  himself  and  friends,  he  rapidly  im¬ 
proved,  and  was  doing  well.  But  too  much  elated,  probably,  with  his 
prospects  of  returning  health,  he  was  not  as  cautious  as  would  have  been 
best,  when,  from  overbathing  and  other  causes,  he  relapsed,  and,  greatly 
to  our  grief,  died  on  the  morning  of  Sept.  1st. 

But  while  we  record  with  sorrow  these  fatal  results,  we  doubt  if  any 
where  in  the  land,  with  a  population  so  vast,  a  death  rate  so  meagre  can 
be  presented.  It  is  to  be  added,  too,  that  many  of  these  visitors  came 
here  confirmed  invalids,  in  search  of  health,  and  hundreds  upon  hundreds 
found  it,  and  went  to  their  homes,  not  only  restored  in  body,  but  newly  bap¬ 
tized  from  on  high,  realizing,  to  their  still  greater  joy,  that  they  were  like¬ 
wise  made  new  in  soul. 

That  you  may  have  still  more  clearly  before  your  minds  the  healthful¬ 
ness  of  Ocean  Grove,  I  present  to  you  a  comparative  table  of  mortality 
between  this  place  and  Newark,  the  largest  city  in  our  State. 

The  population  of  the  city  of  Newark,  according  to  the  last  census,  is 
125,000.  The  following  is  the  official  report  of  the  number  of  deaths  for 
June,  July,  August,  and  to  Sept.  18th,  1875  :  Deaths  in  June,  207  ;  July, 
428;  August,  318;  September,  18  days,  225  ;  total,  1,178 — an  average 
of  1  in  every  389.  The  population  of  Ocean  Grove  is  set  down  for  June 
at  3,000;  July,  6,000;  August,  10,000;  September,  18  days,  4,000.  In 
this  time  we  had  four  deaths — a  general  average  of  1  in  every  5,750. 
Had  our  average  of  deaths  been  equal  to  that  of  Newark,  it  would  have 
required  us  to  have  had  66  deaths,  whereas  we  had  but  faur,  62  less  than 
our  quota.  ^zTo  God  be  praise  1 

But  while  all  these  things  are  so,  the  sanitary  question  is  one  of  the 
gravest  importance,  and  should  each  year  receive  our  profoundest  atten¬ 
tion.  It  is  a  matter  in  which  every  lot-holder  and  visitor,  with  the  Asso¬ 
ciation,  is  especially  interested.  Take  away  the  healthfulness  of  this  place, 
and  its  interest  as  a  Summer  resort  ceases,  property  will  depreciate,  and 
the  whole  region  relapse  into  its  former  dreariness  and  solitude.  I  shall 
present  some  recommendations  of  a  stringent  character  upon  '.his  point, 
in  the  proper  place. 

WESLEY  LAKE. 

Wesley  Lake  has  been  in  the  best  possible  condition  this  year.  The 
frequent  rains  and  constant  drainage  at  the  foot,  have  kept  the  water  pure, 
and  the  removal,  as  exigencies  demanded,  of  the  loose  grass  cut  by  the 
oars,  has  helped  to  keep  them  so.  I  need  hardly  say  that  it  is  among  the 
most  popular  features  of  our  place.  While  it  is  the  resort  of  thousands 
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of  adult  pleasure  seekers,  it  is  the  paradise  of  children  from  early  dawn 
till  evening  shades  appear.  But  while  these  things  are  true,  it  is  a  fact 
which  causes  some  apprehension,  that  if  the  boats,  which  now  number 
about  400,  continue  to  multiply,  the  pleasure  of  the  place  will  be  marred, 
and  the  danger  of  boating,  especially  to  children,  greatly  increased.  Per¬ 
haps  the  improvement  of  Fletcher  Lake,  on  our  south,  and  of  Sun-Set 
Lake,  on  Asbury  Park,  and  the  drawing  away  of  some  of  the  boats  in 
these  directions,  will  afford  the  needed  relief. 


OCEAN  GROVE  LITERATURE. 

In  November  last  we  published,  by  order  of  the  Association,  2,000 
copies  of  the  Fifth  Annual  Report,  in  neat  pamphlet  form,  corresponding 
with  the  previous  issues,  under  the  title  “  City  by  the  Sea,”  at  a  cost  of 
$125 — -which  has  been  circulated,  and  gives  information  which  all  desire. 
A  hundred  or  more  of  these  Reports,  added  to  those  of  previous  years, 
have  been  very  neatly  bound,  some  of  which  have  been  sold,  and  others 
given  to  distinguished  persons,  where  their  influence  would  be  felt. 

In  May  we  issued  5,000  copies  of  the  sixth  number  of  our  “  Ocean 
Grove  ’  ’  paper,  with  several  new  engravings,  three  of  which  were  purchased, 
and  others  were  loaned — costing,  with  the  new  engravings,  $168.05. 
These  papers  were  sent  gratuitously  in  all  directions,  largely  to  Ministers 
and  other  representative  men,  as  we  may  know  their  address.  These  pa¬ 
pers  communicate  information  to  be  derived  no  where  else,  and  accom¬ 
plish  much  good. 

About  the  first  of  June  the  publication  of  the  “Ocean  Grove  Record” 
was  commenced  by  Rev.  A.  Wallace,  of  this  Association.  This  paper 
has  been  issued  weekly,  and  sometimes  twice  in  the  week,  during  the  sea¬ 
son,  a  series  of  26  numbers,  at  a  cost  of  50  cents  for  the  term.  About 
50,000  papers  have  thus  been  printed,  giving  a  full  account  of  our  Sum¬ 
mer  work,  greatly  interesting  our  people,  who  have  scattered  them  far 
and  wide  among  their  friends,  until  they  have  probably  reached  every 
State  and  territory  in  the  Union.  The  Association  agreed  to  meet  $250 
of  the  expense  of  publication,  for  which  they  received  in  return  500  cop¬ 
ies  of  each  issue.  About  $75  worth  of  these  papers  have  been  sold  at  re¬ 
tail,  six  copies  of  each  number  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Association 
for  distribution,  leaving  enough  over,  with  the  purchase  of  two  or  three 
exhausted  numbers  from  Brother  Wallace,  to  make  100  complete  files  for 
binding,  which  costs  three  cents  per  copy.  These,  if  sold  (as  they  may 
be)  will  net  the  Association  about  $50  more,  leaving  something  over  $125 
for  the  Association  to  pay  beyond  receipts. 
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The  questions  as  to  Whether  this  paper  shall  be  continued  ?  In  what 
form?  and  What  aid  you  will  render?  will  be  submitted  to  you  in  due 
form,  and  I  trust,  in  view  of  all  the  facts  which  surround  us,  you  will  give 
to  these  points  full  consideration,  and  such  aid  and  encouragement  as  may 
be  in  your  power. 

We  also,  by  order  of  the  Association,  published  in  July  last  5,000  cop¬ 
ies  of  “  Hand-Book  of  Rules  to  be  observed  at  Ocean  Grove,”  a  little 
pamphlet  of  8  pages.  These  have  been  distributed  in  all  the  tents,  cot¬ 
tages  and  boarding  houses,  and  have,  I  think,  served  greatly  to  allay  the 
alarm  which  had  been  raised  by  the  frequent  cry  of  “Restrictions.” 
For  these  rules,  when  all  brought  together  and  intelligently  examined, 
being  neither  arbitrary  nor  unreasonable,  were  found  mutually  helpful  and 
protective.  The  result  has  been  a  more  thorough  observance  of  these 
regulations  than  ever,  and  the  universal  sentiment  is,  “  Keep  your  rules 
without  alteration  or  abatement.” 


INVENTORY  OF  PROPERTY. 


After  this  enumeration  of  the  improvements  and  other  facts  connected 
with  the  year,  I  present  for  your  consideration  the  following  inventory  of 
property,  made  by  the  Superintendent  at  my  request,  and  presented  to 
me,  October  1st,  1875. 

INVENTORY  OF  ASSOCIATION  PROPERTY. 


Made  October  1,  1875. 

Preaching  Stand .  SI, 000  00 

Frame  in  front  of  Stand  .  1,000  00 

Store .  5,000  00 

Grove  Cottage .  4,000  00 

Association  Office  and  Post  Office .  2,000  00 

Barn  and  Wagon  Sheds .  800  00 

Summer  Houses .  1,200  00 

Ice  House .  4,000  00 

Store  Houses .  750  00 

Tent  House .  700  00 

Oil  and  Gas  House .  300  00 

Platform  and  Depot .  300  00 

Superintendent’s  House .  4,500  00 

Foreman’s  House .  2,800  00 

Privies  .  2,000  00 

Bath  Houses .  150  00 

Flag  and  Staff .  250  00 

Lumber . 3,400  00 

Tools .  200  00 

Three  horses .  700  00 

Harness .  200  00 

Farm  Wagon,  Hack,  Carriage,  Sled,  Ice  Wagon, 

Cart,  1-horse  Wagon,  Hand-Cart .  500  00 

Lamps,  about  150  .  600  00 

Boats,  26  .  500  00 

Pomps,  22  .  650  00 

(2) 
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Tents,  264 .  10,220  00 

Tent  Poles .  500  00 

Office  Furniture,  including  two  Safes .  770  00 

Settees  for  Stand .  100  00 

Park  Settees,  150 .  750  00 

Plank  Settees,  107 .  425  00 

Platform  in  Tabernacle .  30  00 

Stoves .  50  00 

Rope .  20  00 

Bell .  250  00 

Engine  House .  900  00 

Engine  . 600  00 

Hose .  100  00 

Cedar  Poles .  500  00 

Tent  Pins  .  .....  .  50  00 

Oil  Cans,  &c . 50  00 

Tile  and  Pipe .  50  00 

Earth  Closets .  50  00 

Iron  Bedsteads .  12  00 

Chains .  20  00 

Tables,  2 .  10  00 

Tent  Furniture  .  14  00 

Communion  Set .  40  00 

Bible  and  Hymn  Book .  14  00 

Clock . .' .  8  00 

Telegraph  Poles . 10  00 

Fences .  1,000  00 

Turnpike  Stock . 500  00 

Rail  Road  Bonds .  5,500  00 

Gas  Apparatus .  1,700  00 

Sprinklers .  175  00 

Benches  and  Tables,  (all  kinds) .  100  00 

Bunks,  375 .  750  00 

Copying  Press .  8  00 

Furniture  in  Grove  Cottage .  500  00 

Two  barrels  Naptha  and  one  of  Oil .  40  00 

Organ .  100  00 

IVood  Cuts  and  Electrotypes .  300  00 


Total  this  year .  63,716  09 

Last  year .  56,313  44 


Increase .  7,402  65 


LOTS  SOLD. 

There  have  been  69  lots  sold  the  past  year,  for  the  sum  of  $23,481.88. 
There  remains  unpaid  on  these  lots  and  on  lots  sold  in  previous  years,  the 
sum  of  $9,344.  Receipts  from  sale  of  lots  during  past  year,  (including 
some  sold  in  previous  years),  $12,659.01. 

BOATS. 

The  Association  owns  26  boats,  the  rental  for  which,  in  1875,  was$m. 
For  1874,  $196.50.  Decrease,  $85.50. 
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ICE. 

We  gathered  last  Winter  about  1,600  tons  of  good  ice.  The  sales  du¬ 
ring  the  Summer  were  as  follows  : 

Sale  of  lee  during  the  Summer .  $1,028  26 

Profits  of  business  after  deducting  cost  of  gather¬ 
ing,  interest  on  cost  of  building  and  expense  of 
serving .  70  26 

ASSESSMENTS. 

Received  for  Assessments  during  the  year .  1,710  00 

Receipts  for  “  Ocean  Grove  Record  ” .  77  51 

PRIVILEGES. 

Receipts  from  various  Privileges .  2,767  00 

Due  the  Association  for  Privileges . .  1,124  33 

RECEIPTS 

FROM  ALL  SOURCES  DURING  THE  PAST  YEAR. 

Receipts  from  every  source .  32,665  85 

Expenditures .  36,777  34 

Treasury  overdrawn .  4,111  49 

Notes  not  yet  matured,  in  hands  of  Treasurer .  1,765  14 

Actual  overdraft  on  Treasurer .  2,346  35 

Bills  receivable .  $9,344  00 

POST  OFFICE. 

Letters  sent  this  year .  49,873 

“  last  year .  40,264 

Increase .  9,609 

It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind,  too,  in  this  connection,  that  a  new  Post  Office 
has  been  established  this  year  on  the  Asbury  Park  side. 

TELEGRAMS. 

Messages  sent  this  year .  2,145 

“  last  year .  1,352 

Increase . 793 
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VISITORS. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  fifty  thousand  persons  visited  the  grounds  du¬ 
ring  the  past  season. 

POLICE. 

The  population  of  the  Grove  being  steadily  on  the  increase,  some  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  number  of  police  was  thought  advisable,  the  largest  number 
being  employed  at  night  and  during  the  Camp  Meeting.  The  cost  of 
police  service  last  year  was  $697.50  ;  this  year,  $1,000  ;  increase,  302.50. 

COST  OE  HORSE-KEEPING. 

Hay  and  feed  during  the  year  cost  $264.57  ,  previous  year,  $445.33  ; 
decrease,  $iSo. 76.  It  should  be  remembered,  however,  that  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  the  sale  of  one  horse,  and  the  subsequent  death  of  another,  a 
part  of  the  year  only  one  horse  was  kept.  Nevertheless  it  should  also  be 
stated  that  the  fine  team  we  now  have  costs  much  less  to  keep  than  infe¬ 
rior  horses. 

GARBAGE. 

The  cost  of  removing  garbage  may  be  estimated  at  $325  ;  last  year, 
$310  ;  increase,  $15. 


SCHEDULE  OF  LABOR 


For  the  past  year,  showing  the  number  of  men,  teams  and  carts  employed, 
together  with  the  number  of  days’  work  by  each,  and  the  amount  each 
month  for  the  same,  including  that  paid  to  Foreman  and  Superintendent : 


Months.  Year 

Men. 

Days. 

Tennis. 

Days. 

Carts. 

Days. 

Mont  lily  Day. 

October,  1874 

13 

428 

6 

1291 

2 

22 

§1,042  92 

November,  “ 

18 

3221 

10 

1601 

3 

541 

1,234  27 

December,  “ 

17 

40H 

10 

1984 

4 

834 

1,584  96 

January,  1875 

17 

1954 

8 

451 

4 

20 

838  04 

February,  “ 

16 

76 

i. 

336  00 

March,  “ 

9 

107 

... 

406  87 

April, 

9 

89 

4 

1754 

6 

91 

1,591  72 

May, 

25 

334j 

12 

2191 

6 

126 

1,939  17 

June, 

27 

60  H 

12 

2394 

6 

1231 

2,156  30 

July, 

33 

6314 

11 

169 

4 

126 

2,259  68 

August, 

34 

748 

l 

214 

3 

117 

2,225  41 

September,  “ 

31 

4431 

4 

521 

2 

154 

1,203  97 

4,3774 

1,5934 

697 

16,819  31 

Last  year, . 

6,542 

3,010 

21,494  14 

Decrease . 

2,1644 

1,4R4 

4,674  83 
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RELIGIOUS  INTERESTS. 

Having  noticed  the  secularities  of  the  place,  let  me  now  ask  your  at- 
tehtion  to  that  for  which  all  these  things  are  planned  and  executed  : 
namely,  Religion. 

It  is  a  matter  of  greatest  satisfaction  to  keep  steadily  before  the  mind 
that  the  central  fact  of  Ocean  Grove  is  Salvation  !  If  a  load  of  sand 
is  moved,  a  mound  brought  low  or  a  depression  raised  up,  or  an  avenue 
opened,  or  whatever  is  done,  it  is  that  there  may  be  a  grander  highway 
for  the  coming  of  our  King.  We  therefore  report  these  things  with 
special  joy. 

Toiling  for  weary  miles  the  ascent  of  some  abrupt  and  lofty  mountain, 
it  is  refreshing  when  we  have  gained  the  crown— though  we  pant  for 
breath  while  wiping  the  perspiration  from  our  brow— to  turn  and  look 
upon  the  extended  and  inspiring  scene  below.  We  have  reached  the 
crowning  summit  of  the  season,  and  though  somewhat  wearied  with  the 
toil,  turning  to  review  the  past,  the  abundance  of  the  blessings  refreshes 
and  gives  us  rest. 

The  season  has  been  protracted,  and  yet  the  most  gratifying  of  all,  by 
reason  of  the  glory  that  excelleth.  Words  are  too  feeble  to  express  the 
gratitude  we  feel  in  view  of  the  fact  that  God,  in  his  infinite  goodness 
and  mercy  in  Jesus  Christ,  has  condescended  to  visit  us  at  every  meeting, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  season  until  its  end.  To  this  statement 
there  was  not  a  single  exception.  Every  service  received,  in  a  marked 
degree,  the  special  benedictions  of  God.  In  some  cases  this  was  so  glori¬ 
ously  true  that  the  people  lingered  hour  after  hour,  oblivious  of  time  or 
surrounding  circumstances,  like  the  disciples  of  old  on  the  summit  of 
Tabor,  beholding  Jesus  only,  and  from  the  fullness  of  their  hearts  ex- 
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claiming,  in  the  raptures  of  a  newly-enkindled  love,  “  It  is  good  for  us 
to  be  here.”  Our  special  religious  work  on  these  grounds  commenced  on 
the  first  Sabbath  of  June.  It  was  a  memorable  day.  We  commenced 
the  ascent  of  the  mount  of  privilege  that  day,  walking  with  God  in  white. 
The  Lord  revealed  himself  most  blessedly  to  our  souls.  The  meetings 
multiplied,  steadily  increasing  in  number  as  the  exigencies  required,  until 
sometimes  there  were  not  less  than  ten  or  twelve  in  a  single  day,  amount¬ 
ing  to  little,  if  any,  short  of  five  hundred  in  all.  At  large  numbers  of 
these  meetings,  aside  from  the  general  interest  and  blessedness  experien¬ 
ced  by  all  worshipers,  there  were  developed  marked,  definite  and  imme- 
diate  results.  Many  found  the  Saviour  in  a  clear  experience  of  justifica¬ 
tion,  and  had  the  witness  of  the  Spirit  that  they  were  born  of  God,  and 
hundreds  were  brought  into  the  elear  light  and  blessed  rest  of  faith. 

On  the  first  Sabbath  of  June  we  worshiped  in  Dr.  Ward’s  tent,  with  a 
good  congregation,  though  not  full.  On  the  second  Sabbath  we  were 
just  full.  On  the  third  Sabbath  the  tent  would  not  hold  the  people.  The 
fourth  Sabbath  we  had  the  Tabernacle  full.  On  the  first  Sabbath  of  July 
(the  4th )  we  worshiped  under  the  new  bower,  Dr.  Kynett  preaching  a 
grandly  appropriate  sermon  to  a  vast  congregation.  On  Monday,  July 
5th,  a  new  flag  was  raised  at  the  foot  of  Ocean  Pathway,  and  at  io}4  o’¬ 
clock  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  read  by  J.  H.  Thornley,  Esq. 
and  the  President  of  the  Association  delivered  the  oration.  The  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  United  States  was  present,  by  invitation,  and  dined  with  us  at 
the  Pitman  House. 

On  the  following  Friday  the  Ten  Days’  Meeting  for  the  Promotion  of 
Holiness  commenced,  and  closed  on  the  following  Monday  week.  It  was 
a  very  precious  meeting,  during  the  continuance  of  which  many  souls 
were  brought  into  the  clear  light  of  full  salvation,  and  went  on  their  way 
rejoicing. 

On  Thursday  afternoon,  July  15th,  during  the  continuance  of  the  meet¬ 
ing,  the  congregation  marched  to  the  head  of  Main  Avenue,  and  wit¬ 
nessed  the  ceremony  of  breaking  the  ground  for  the  new  St.  Paul’s  M.  E. 
Church  at  this  place. 

After  the  close  of  the  Ten  Days’  Meeting,  religious  services  continued 
on  without  interruption,  twice,  thrice  or  even  more  times  each  day,  as 
circumstances  suggested  or  required. 

On  Saturday,  July  31st,  the  celebration  of  our  Sixth  Anniversary  com¬ 
menced.  The  stand  was  handsomely  decorated,  a  programme  of  fine 
music  was  arranged,  and  at  10  o’clock  the  exercises  commenced  by  singing 
“  Praise  God,  from  whom  all  blessings  flow.” 

The  President  of  the  Association  delivered  an  Historical  Address*  with  a 


*This  Address  is  printed  in  full  at  the  close  of  this  Report. 
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large  congregation  before  him— Bishop  Scott  in  a  chair  on  his  left,  and  a 
vacant  chair  on  his  right  for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  had 
been  invited,  and  who  arrived  during  the  delivery  of  the  address.  Most  of 
the  members  of  the  Association  occupied  places  on  the  stand. 

In  the  afternoon  a  large  and  enthusiastic  Young  People’s  Meeting  was 
held,  and  eloquent  addresses  were  delivered  by  Frank  Cookman,  Albert 
Mann,  S.  W.  Smith,  J.  L.  Hays  and  G.  W.  Evans.  At  the  close  of  this 
service  the  Vase  was  unveiled  in  Memorial  Square,  the  corner  stone  of 
St.  Paul’s  Church  was  laid  by  Bishop  Scott,  and  in  the  evening  the  Anni¬ 
versary  prayer  meeting  was  held. 

On  Sabbath  morning,  August  ist,  Bishop  Scott  preached  a  great  ser¬ 
mon  to  a  great  congregation.  In  the  afternoon  4,000  or  5,000  attended 
the  Anniversary  love  feast.  At  6  P.  M.  a  beach  meeting  was  held,  and 
at  night  brief  addresses  at  the  stand  closed  the  day.  The  occasion  will 
long  be  remembered,  and  its  influence  was  good. 

Next  in  order  followed,  though  the  intervals  were  still  filled  up  with 
three  or  four  religious  meetings  each  day,  the  Two-Days’  Temperance 
Meeting,  August  ir  and  12.  The  influence  of  these  two  days’  meetings 
was  profoundly  salutary  upon  all,  and  must  be  felt  for  long  ages  to  come, 
and  I  doubt  not  will  tell  favorably  on  immortal  destinies.  If  we  could  be 
sure  of  another  meeting  equally  pure,  elevated  and  blessed  in  character, 
we  could  not  appropriate  our  grounds  for  a  few  days  to  a  better  service. 

August  17th,  our  Annual  Camp-Meeting  commenced.  The  Divine 
blessing  rested  on  the.  first  service,  and  although  it  rained  almost  every 
day,  the  interest  continued  increasing  unto  the  end,  often  culminating  like 
the  billows  of  the  sea,  and  then  breaking  in  overwhelming  blessedness  on 
every  soul. 

The  congregations  were  vast,  the  Ministers  and  laity  were  never  more 
faithful,  the  singing  was  superior,  the  sermons  all  good,  some  of  them 
masterly  illustrations  of  pulpit  power,  until  the  great  congregations  bent 
before  them  like  forests  bowing  before  the  march  of  the  blast.  Scarcely 
a  service  that  some  one  was  not  lifted  out  of  self  and  into  God.  Many 
were  clearly  converted,  and  scores  and  hundreds  I  believe  many  hun¬ 
dreds  during  the  course  of  the  Summer,  came  into  the  blessedness  of  full 
salvation.  To  be  definite  as  to  numbers  is  impossible,  as  the  work  went 
on  not  only  at  the  altar  in  the  public  meetings,  but  in  the  side  services, 
at  prayer  and  experience  meetings,  in  the  cottages,  tents  and  boarding 
houses,  along  the  beach,  in  the  early  morning  meetings,  at  noon,  eve¬ 
ning  and  midnight — often,  too,  after  persons  had  left  the  ground,  they 
sent  word  back  that  in  their  distant  homes  in  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New 
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York  and  other  places,  they  had  found  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory,  under 
influences  brought  to  bear  upon  them  here. 

The  Young  People’s  Meetings  were  wonderfully  owned  of  God.  The 
Children’s  Meeting  resulted  in  the  conversion  of  about  forty  of  the  pre¬ 
cious  lambs  of  the  flock.  There  was  but  one  sentiment :  it  was  the  best 
meeting  ever  held  upon  these  grounds. 

After  the  Camp-Meeting  closed,  the  services  still  continued  with  great 
interest  and  fervor,  many  over  and  over  saying  that  the  last  meeting  held 
was  better  than  all  that  had  preceded  it,  until  Sabbath  evening,  October 
3d,  at  which  time,  as  had  been  the  case  many  times  before,  a  soul  was 
converted,  and  then  the  meetings  were  handed  over  to  the  Pastor  and 
brethren  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  to  continue  as  might  seem  appropriate.  And 
here  I  wish  to  record  what  may  be  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  our 
Church — a  Camp- Meeting  continuing  from  the  first  Sabbath  in  June  to 
the  first  Sabbath  in  October,  a  period  of  just  four  months,  without  any 
abatement  of  interest  or  religious  power  ! 

SABBATH  SCHOOL. 

The  Sabbath  School  at  Ocean  Grove  is  one  of  its  most  important  de¬ 
partments.  The  numbers  and  general  attention  given  to  the  studies  this 
season,  have  greatly  exceeded  any  former  year.  One  of  the  most  inspi¬ 
ring  scenes  upon  which  our  eyes  have  rested,  was  to  witness  gray-haired 
men  and  women,  with  sprightly  youths,  seated  side-by-side,  sometimes  to 
the  number  of  two  thousand,  here  led  by  a  timid  young  woman,  and  there 
by  a  grave  Doctor  of  Divinity — all  poring  over  the  precious  Bible,  and 
gathering  therefrom  lessons  of  truth  to  guide  their  steps  through  the  fu¬ 
ture  path  of  life,  or  to  support  them  in  the  solemn  hour  of  death. 

This  department  of  our  work  is  of  great  advantage  to  the  Church  at 
large  ;  studying,  as  it  does,  the  “  International  Berean  Series,”  it  keeps 
the  thousands  of  children  \tdio  spend  the  Summer  here,  abreast  in  their 
lessons  with  those  who  remain  at  home  :  so  that,  while  enjoying  their  va¬ 
cation  by  the  sea,  they  really  lose  no  time.  Besides  this,  during  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  these  services,  hundreds  of  persons  passing,  who  have  never  been 
interested  in  such  things,  look  in,  become  interested,  and  are  benefitted, 
while  at  the  same  time  a  higher  inspiration  is  awakened  in  the  general 
work  because  of  the  enthusiasm  of  numbers,  and  the  roll  and  burst  of 
song  almost  unequaled  in  volume,  as  it  is  hallowed  and  heavenward  in  its 
influence. 

The  School  was  well  supplied  with  Sabbath  School  papers,  lesson  leaves 
and  other  requisites,  and  cost  to  run  it  during  the  season  the  very  moder¬ 
ate  sum  of  #57,  which  was  paid  by  an  appropriation  from  the  treasury, 
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and  the  books  from  which  so  many  inspiring,  songs  were  sung,  were  gen¬ 
erously  donated  by  Bro.  Bruce.  The  Association  can  make  no  better  ap¬ 
propriation  of  a  small  portion  of  its  funds  from  year  to  year  than  that 
which  is  given  to  help  forward  this  blessed  work. 

The  School  is  regularly  organized,  and  is  officered  as  follows : 

JOSEPH  H.  THORNLEY,  Superintendent. 

JOSEPH  McPHERSON,  Assistant  Superintendent. 

FRANK  S.  COOKMAN,  Secretary. 

G.  W.  EVANS  and  J.  L.  HAYS,  Sunday  School  Committee. 

W.  DEY,  Librarian. 

E.  M.  BRUCE,  Organist  and  Chorister, 

Aided  by  Bros.  Truitt,  Oves,  Stafford  and  others. 

It  should  be  mentioned,  too,  that  in  June,  before  the  numbers  became 
sufficiently  large  to  formally  open  the  School,  and  after  its  close  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  meetings  were  held  regularly  every  Sabbath  afternoon,  at  which 
the  lesson  for  the  day  was  gone  over,  and  although  the  numbers  were 
greatly  diminished,  yet  the  interest  never  ceased. 

OCEAN  GROVE  CHURCH. 

It  is  matter  of  thanksgiving  that  the  St.  Paul’s  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  for  the  resident  citizens  of  Ocean  Grove,  Asbury  Park  and  the 
adjacent  neighborhoods,  located  on  the  turnpike,  just  south  of  the  main 
entrance  to  our  grounds,  is  in  course  of  erection,  and  about  enclosed. 
We  greatly  hope  that  this  important  enteprise  will  go  forward  without  in¬ 
terruption,  to  its  completion,  and  that  the  same  liberal  spirit  which  has 
characterized  its  friends  will  continue  to  the  end,  so  that  the  work  may 
be  finished  and  the  house  dedicated  free  from  debt.  The  contract  for 
the  building  complete  is  $8,000,  more  than  half  of  which  is  collected  or 
on  good  subscription.  The  Association  donated  the  ground  and  $1,000 
to  aid  the  cause. 


MINISTERS’  HOME. 

Last  year  this  subject  came  before  you  in  the  form  of  an  application 
from  the  Ladies  of  Ocean  Grove  for  lots  on  which  to  erect  a  building  to 
be  used  for  this  purpose.  The  request  was  granted,  and  a  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  select  a  site.  From  various  causes  no  advance  movement  was 
made  in  the  work.  At  a  special  meeting  of  the  Association,  held  in  Au¬ 
gust  last,  the  use  of  Grove  Cottage  was  granted  to  the  ladies  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  named.  It  is  the  intention  of  these  ladies  to  change,  improve  and 
furnish  the  same,  and  they  hope  to  receive  such  encouragement  in  the 
form  of  subscriptions  and  money  as  will  enable  them  to  open  the  house 
for  the  reception  of  visitors  at  the  commencement  of  the  coming  season. 
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PRESERVATION  OF  LIFE. 

Last  year  I  called  your  attention  to  the  fact,  with  expressions  of  devout 
gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  that  we  had  passed  through  the  five  years  of 
our  history  without  fatal  accident  by  land,  lake  or  sea.  I  have  now,  with 
(if  possible)  intenser  emotions  of  adoring  love,  to  add  another  year  to 
these  exemptions.  Six  years  of  our  history,  with  all  these  increasing 
thousands  of  people,  many  of  them  young,  others  inexperienced,  and 
often  through  thoughtlessness  venturing  beyond  the  bounds  of  pru¬ 
dence  in  the  sea,  while  multitudes  of  children  row  upon  or  play  in  the 
waters  of  our  lakes,  yet  a  merciful  providence  has  spared  us  the  sorrow 
of  a  single  death  from  drowning.  This,  in  view  of  the  great  numbers 
who  enjoy  the  boating  and  bathing  at  Ocean  Crove,  is  as  gratifying  as  it 
is  remarkable,  and  should  cause  us  to  feel  increasing  thankfulness  and  a 
still  holier  trust  in  God. 

CENTENNIAL  YEAR. 

We  shall  soon  enter  upon  the  first  centennial  of  our  country.  It  will 
be  a  year  of  great  activity.  New  and  numerous  demands  will  be  made 
upon  us  It  behooves  us,  as  Christian  men,  wisely  to  forecast  and  pre¬ 
pare  for  the  responsibilities  as  they  may  come.  The  Rail  Road  and  the 
Centennial  year,  together  with  the  higher  reputation  gained  by  this  place 
the  past  season  as  a  Christian  seaside  resort,  will  make  the  coming  the 
most  important  and  responsible  of  any  year  of  our  history.  A  wise  and 
steady  policy  with  regard  to  the  moral  and  religious  character  of  the 
place,  must  be  maintained,  and  such  arrangements,  in  view  of  heavy  ex¬ 
penses,  for  placing  our  property  advantageously  before  the  public,  so  that 
a  judicious  disposal  of  it  may  be  had,  is  of  the  first  importance. 

I  therefore  make  the  following 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

ist.  Let  all  our  lands  be  surveyed  and  laid  out  in  lots.  Let  all  our 
avenues  be  opened,  graded,  and  (wherever  lots  are  sold)  curbed.  Let 
Fletcher  Lake  be  cleared  out,  beautified  and  made  navigable  for  small 
boats  as  far  out  as  the  Rail  Road,  so  that,  should  a  depot  be  located  there, 
persons  can  receive  and  convey  their  friends  by  boat  to  a  point  near  their 
homes.  This  will  involve  heavy  expense,  to  meet  which  arrangements 
can  be  made  without  waiting  for  the  income  in  the  regular  way. 

2d.  The  long  perplexed  and  vexing  stage  question  is  about  solved. 
Stages  to  Ocean  Grove  have  had  their  day.  1  therefore  recommend  that 
as  soon  as  the  contract  with  Mr.  Stiles  expires,  which  will  be  in  February 
next,  the  stables  required  for  stages  be  all  removed  from  our  grounds,  and 
that  no  similar  grants  be  hereafter  made.  An  order  should  also  require 
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private  stables  to  be  so  painted  or  washed  as  to  present  an  agreeable  ap¬ 
pearance.  The  present  condition  of  things  about  the  stables  prevents  the 
sale  of  lots  for  several  blocks  around.  An  improvement  must  be  made. 

3d.  It  will  be  found,  upon  an  examination  of  our  map,  that  the  grounds 
of  Grove  Cottage  extend  entirely  across  Heck  Avenue,  and  thus  obstruct 
the  passage  in  that  direction.  An  order  should  be  made,  before  the  La¬ 
dies  enter  upon  its  occupancy,  for  the  removal  of  the  back  buildings 
towards  the  main  cottage,  and  Heck  Avenue  opened  up  to  Lawrence. 

4th.  The  long  and  constant  use,  by  so  many  thousands  of  people 
through  the  Summer  months,  has  so  worn  the  congregation  grounds  that 
little  depressions  are  found  between  the  trees  in  every  direction,  until  in 
many  places  the  roots  are  exposed  and  bare,  which,  if  allowed  to  con¬ 
tinue,  will  greatly  injure  their  growth,  if  it  does  not  destroy  their  life; 
besides,  the  earth  being  packed  in  these  depressions,  the  water  stands  in 
them  after  rains,  for  a  considerable  time,  to  the  great  annoyance  of 
the  passing  multitudes.  I  therefore  recommend  that  these  depressions  be 
filled  up  so  as  to  cover  the  roots,  and  prevent  the  pools  of  standing  wa¬ 
ter.  This  should  be  done  this  Fall,  so  that  the  ground  will  be  hard  and 
solid  by  next  Spring. 

5th.  I  have  already  called  your  attention  to  the  frame  in  front  of  the 
stand.  It  is,  as  you  have  seen,  a  substantial  structure.  But  it  needs  a 
roof  as  a  thorough  protection  from  the  rain.  For  want  of  this  we  were 
constantly  annoyed  last  Summer.  True,  we  have  the  Tabernacle,  but  the 
Tabernacle  itself  was  leaky,  and,  had  it  been  perfectly  dry,  would  not 
have  accommodated  half  the  people.  We  need  the  Tabernacle  and  a 
roof  on  the  frame  as  well.  Without  this  we  are  never  safe.  Some  object 
that  it  will  destroy  the  rural  appearance  to  roof  it  ;  but  a  simple  roof, 
without  sides,  will  make  so  little  change  in  the  appearance  as  to  be  scarcely 
noticed  from  the  outside— and  knowing,  as  I  do,  the  great  inconvenience 
from  the  rain,  as  well  as  the  danger  to  the  health  of  the  people  from  sit¬ 
ting  with  the  feet  on  the  damp  ground  for  hours,  I  most  earnestly  recom¬ 
mend  that  the  frame  be  roofed. 

6th.  We  need  accommodations  for  more  meetings  during  the  height  of 
the  season.  Dr.  Ward’s  tent,  the  Tabernacle,  and  front  of  the  stand  are 
all  we  have.  Sometimes  we  greatly  need  accommodations  for  two  or 
three  more  meetings,  all  of  which  could  be  successfully  run  at  the  same 
time,  had  we  the  places  to  hold  them.  I  therefore  renew  my  recommen¬ 
dation  of  last  year,  to  erect  a  frame  building,  or  partial  frame,  or  pur¬ 
chase  a  canvass  tent  the  size  of  Dr.  Ward’s,  or  larger,  so  that  meetings 
can  be  multiplied  at  will.  I  think  this  need  will  be  greater  next  year 
than  ever. 
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7th.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  Grove,  as  already  mentioned,  was 
never  better  than  during  the  past  Summer;  nevertheless,  if  we  keep  it 
so  amid  our  increasing  population,  great  care  is  necessary.  Wherever, 
therefore,  a  new  building  is  erected,  we  are  seeing  to  it  that  cemented 
brick  vaults,  at  least  four  feet  deep,  and  deeper  if  the  family  is  large,  are 
built  ;  and  I  most  earnstly  recommend  that  a  law  be  enacted  requiring 
each  cottage  owner,  where  this  is  not  already  done,  to  have  such  vault 
constructed.  No  intelligent  person,  looking  at  the  question  in  the  light 
of  facts  and  possibilities,  will  hesitate  for  a  moment  as  to  the  expense,  for 
should  sickness  occur,  he  would  lose  immediately,  in  personal  discomfort 
and  depreciation  of  values,  vastly  more  than  the  comparatively  trifling 
cost  of  the  improvement.  Besides,  it  is  simple  justice  to  those  who  have 
complied  with  the  rule,  that  all  be  now  required  to  do  the  same.  I  there¬ 
fore  urge  upon  you  to  pass  an  act,  imperative  in  its  character,  to  the 
above  effect,  and  make  it  obligatory  upon  some  one,  specifically  named, 
who,  upon  pain  of  censure  in  case  of  neglect,  shall  give  immediate  notice 
of  the  law,  and  then  see  that  it  is  executed  without  exception  in  every  case. 
Also,  that  every  vault  be  cleaned  before  the  first  of  February  in  each  and 
every  year. 

The  drainage  question,  too,  is  one  that  needs  attention.  In  many  cases 
the  waste  water  from  the  kitchen  is  allowed  to  fall  immediately  around 
the  pump,  and  sooner  or  later  must  more  or  less  affect  the  water.  Drain 
pipe,  leading  to  a  cess-pool  far  enough  off  to  secure  the  water  of  the  well 
from  infection,  should  invariably  be  used.  With  these  precautions,  and 
careful  attention  (as  in  the  past)  to  the  removal  of  garbage,  and  general 
surface  cleanliness,  I  think,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  we  shall  be^safe 
from  contagion  and  disease. 

8th.  A  Horse  Rail  Road  from  the  southwestern  section  of  our  grounds, 
down  Broadway  to  Ocean  Avenue,  thence  up  to  Sea-View,  up  Sea-View 
to  Central,  then  to  Main,  and  so  out,  would  be  a  convenience,  perhaps  at 
no  distant  day  a  necessity.  I  ask  your  attention  to  its  consideration, 
without  a  clear  judgment,  on  my  own  part,  as  to  whether  the  time  for  it 
has  fully  come. 

9th.  I  recommend  that  the  engine,  now  the  property  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion,  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  a  company,  organized  by  themselves,  of 
persons  permanently  upon  the  grounds,  and  that  said  company  keep  it  in 
working  condition  and  ready  for  service  at  all  times  ;  that  the  front  room 
of  the  engine  house  be  plastered,  and  used  as  a  reading  room  for  the 
public,  the  fire  company  being  responsible  for  its  proper  use  and  care. 

10th.  The  bathing  privileges,  south  of  Main  Avenue,  have  not  been 
satisfactory  during  the  past  Summer,  and  some  relief  will  be  sought  at 
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your  hands  by  the  citizens  on  that  part  of  the  grounds.  The  bathing 
houses  there  are  not  sightly,  and  are  so  located,  too,  as  to  be  offensive. 

nth.  The  plot  of  ground,  now  vacant,  between  the  lumber  yard  and 
Rev.  A.  Wallace’s  store,  from  Pitman  Avenue  running  north  to  the  tent¬ 
ing  ground,  opposite  Mt.  Carmel  Way,  I  recommend  to  be  put  in  grass, 
and  laid  out  in  walks  according  to  a  plan  herewith  submitted  ;  then  when 
the  lumber  yard  is  removed  and  the  Pitman  House  finished,  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  will  be  beautiful. 

12th.  Inasmuch  as  many  parties  buy  lots  and  allow  them  to  remain  for 
years  without  improvement  in  any  way  whatever,  to  the  great  disadvan¬ 
tage  of  their  neighbors  and  the  Association,  I  recommend  that  the  10  per 
cent,  for  cash  be  not  allowed  on  the  sale  of  lots  unless  the  purchasers  en¬ 
ter  into  obligations  to  improve  the  same  in  some  way,  either  by  cleaning 
up  or  building  thereon  within  a  specified  time. 

13th.  I  raise  the  question  whether,  in  view  of  facts  as  they  now  exist 
among  us,  together  with  the  coming  of  the  Rail  Road,  with  its  additional 
travelers,  it  would  not  be  well  to  employ,  through  the  Winter,  a  night 
police — a  precaution  we  have  not  hitherto  taken. 

I  have  thus  passed  in  review  before  you  the  principal  and  prominent 
features  of  our  work,  both  material  and  spiritual,  for  the  year  just  closed, 
and  yet  there  are  a  thousand  details  connected  with  these  works,  not  men¬ 
tioned  or  now  remembered.  The  last  day  alone  will  reveal  them.  There 
is  much  that  probably  could  have  been  better  done,  yet,  with  the  light 
and  strength  and  means  at  our  command,  we  have  done  the  best  we 
could.  Sorry  that  it  is  no  better,  we  are  glad  it  is  no  worse. 

It  gives  us  joy,  too,  to  say  that  while  our  numbers  have  been  greater 
than  ever,  many  of  whom  were  strangers,  and  consequently  unacquainted 
with  our  regulations,  yet  the  general  order  was  never  better,  or  the  Sab¬ 
bath  observance  more  complete  ;  and  it  would  not  be  modest  in  us  to 
quote  the  hundredth  part  of  what  has  been  written  or  spoken,  in  public 
or  in  private,  concerning  the  sanctity  of  our  grounds  or  the  blessedness 
of  our  work.  The  sixth  Summer  of  meetings  upon  these  grounds,  with 
all  the  hundreds  of  thousands  who  have  engaged  in  them,  has  passed 
away,  and  yet  the  word  “order”  has  never  yet  been  called  for  or  ut¬ 
tered  from  the  stand.  To  God  be  glory  ! 

You  will  be  called  upon,  at  this  meeting,  to  fill  a  place  in  this  body 
which  has  been  declared  vacant.  May  divine  wisdom  guide  in  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  a  successor. 

I  close  this  long,  and  yet  I  feel  imperfect  report,  with  my  tender  of 
sincere  thanks  to  the  brethren  of  the  Executive  Committee,  who  1  avc 
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often,  at  personal  inconvenience  and  sacrifice,  responded  to  calls  made 
upon  them,  and  who  have  patiently  waded  through  the  business  brought 
before  them  ;  and  also  to  the  Treasurer,  Superintendent,  foreman,  police 
and  laborers,  for  courtesies  and  help,  always  cheerfully  rendered  and 
faithfully  performed. 

May  the  benedictions  of  the  blessed  henceforth  rest  upon  our  souls  and 
on  our  work. 

Once  more  commending  you  to  God,  I  am,  as  ever,  yours  in  Jesus. 

E.  H.  STOKES,  President. 

Ocean  Grove ,  N.  J. ,  October ,  i8yj. 
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HISTORICAL  ADDRESS, 

DELIVERED  AT  ITS  SIXTH  ANNIVERSARY,  JULY  3ist,  1875, 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 


Ocean  Grove  is  not  an  accident.  Far  back  in  the  history  of  the  past — 
indeed  from  the  beginning — rest  from  the  wear  and  tear  of  human  life 
has  been  a  necessity.  Human  nature,  in  its  mental  and  physical  condi¬ 
tions,  cannot  endure  uninterrupted  toil.  In  the  earlier  ages  life  was  sim¬ 
pler,  and  the  habits  of  men  such  as  to  afford  somewhat  of  the  needed 
rest  in  the  rural  pursuits  furnished  from  day  to  day.  But  as  time  rolled 
on,  and  a  higher  type  of  civilization  prevailed,  brain  and  nerve  were 
taxed  to  the  last  extreme  by  these  refinements,  until  the  physical  was  often 
prostrated,  and  the  mind  imperiled. 

When  Jesus  came  into  the  world,  the  race  was  weary.  He  moved 
among  men  in  the  unassuming  majesty  of  his  divinity,  blessing  the 
toil-worn,  until,  worn  himself,  he  said  to  his  disciples,  “Let  us  turn  aside 
into  a  desert  place  and  rest  a  while.’’  This  was  not  to  gratify  a  desire 
for  mere  worldly  pleasure,  but  to  meet  an  absolute  physical  and  mental 
demand.  A  time  comes  when  humanity  must  rest ;  hence  night  and 
sleep,  and  Sabbath  day,  and  year  of  Jubilee.  But  in  our  own  land,  and 
during  the  last  half  century,  trade  has  grown  to  vast  proportions,  so  that 
from  the  merchant  prince  to  the  vender  of  the  smallest  wares — the  news¬ 
boy  and  boot-black — each  and  all  find  competitorswhich  seem  to  say  with 
a  voice  almost  omnipotent,  “  Thus  far,  but  no  farther  ’’  ;  while  he  whose 
mission  is  to  deal  chiefly  with  the  intellect  and  heart — the  statesman 
in  the  halls  of  legislation,  the  orator  on  the  platform,  the  minister  in  the 
pulpit,  the  scientist  in  his  investigations,  the  author  at  his  table,  to  meet 
the  heavy  strain  made  upon  him  by  an  increasing  intellectual  age,  finds 
himself  worn  until  brain  and  muscle  both  cry  out  with  a  voice  that  takes 
no  denial.  Rest !  These  statements  are  stern  and  rugged,  and  admit  of 
little  or  no  abatement.  The  haggard  brow,  the  tottering  steps,  the  irrita¬ 
ted  nerves,  the  sudden  paralysis,  the  multiplying  victims  of  the  insane 
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asylum — all  cry,  Overwork These  truths  are  of  general  application, 
and  their  force  and  magnitude  daily  increase. 

Years  ago  the  citizen  said,  “What  shall  we  do  for  relief?’’  Spend  a 
few  weeks  or  a  month  with  a  friend  in  the  country,  was  among  the  things 
suggested.  But  as  the  population  increased,  there  were  more  needing 
such  places  than  there  were  places  to  be  had,  to  say  nothing  of  the  bur¬ 
den  that  such  an  arrangement  imposed  upon  the  country  housewife.  Then 
Summer  resorts  sprung  up  to  meet  a  felt  want.  The  mountains,  sea¬ 
shore,  valleys,  glens,  cataracts,  sulphur  springs  and  riversides  were  sought 
out,  and  soon  became  centers  of  attraction.  Cape  May  and  the  Catskills 
are  among  our  first  remembrances.  These  all  had  their  adherents,  and 
served  their  purpose,  and  do  so  still.  But  there  was  another  element  of 
society  increasing,  and  becoming  more  and  more  powerful  every  day,  yet 
unprovided  for.  It  was  the  Religious  element.  For  a  long  while,  and 
by  many,  it  was  thought  that  to  become  a  Christian  was  to  ignore  almost 
everything  but  the  Bible,  prayer  and  absolute  seclusion.  A  better  edu¬ 
cation,  however,  revealed  the  fact  that  a  man  might  be  a  Christian,  and 
yet  in  a  proper  and  religious  sense  enjoy  all  that  was  really  good  upon  the 
earth — indeed,  that  the  religious  man  is  the  only  one  who,  in  the  true 
sense,  enjoys  the  world.  There  was  a  class  of  religious  men,  too,  worn 
down  with  the  toils  of  professional  and  business  life,  whose  nerves  and 
brain  needed  rest  like  other  men,  and  they  said,  one  to  another,  “We 
want  to  enjoy  the  sea,  and  the  air,  the  bathing  and  the  fishing — the  sea 
and  the  air  are  God’s  works,  and  for  us — and  we  need  them.  Can  we 
not  have  them,  free  from  the  dissipations  and  follies  of  fashionable  water¬ 
ing  places,  and  at  a  cost  within  our  means?”  These  were  important 
questions,  and  were  asked  by  thousands.  To  these  men  the  fashionable 
watering  places  had  no  attractions — neither  the  society  nor  employments 
were  congenial.  The  cost,  too,  was  more  than  their  income  would  allow. 
We  wanted  to  rest,  and  recreate — to  fish,  to  sail,  to  bathe,  to  walk  along  the 
surf,  to  admire  the  sublime  and  beautiful  on  the  calm  or  stormy  sea,  to 
inhale  the  ocean  air — to  enjoy  from  year  to  year  all  that  nature  had  in 
store  for  us,  but  all  to  be  subordinate  to  the  religion  of  Christ — indeed, 
to  have  Christ  supreme.  This  we  desired,  because  we  knew  that  all  rec¬ 
reation,  or  so  called  pleasure,  divorced  from  religion,  would  degenerate 
into  absolute  sin,  and  instead  of  being  rest,  would  prove  exhausting  labor. 
Not  only  should  all  pleasure  be  subordinate  to  religion,  but  pleasure  taken 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  thousand  times  sweeter  from  that  fact  alone. 
Religion  and  recreation  should  go  hand  in  hand.  Separate  them,  and 
religion  grows  morose,  and  recreation  will  soon  become  sinful.  Blended, 
both  are  beautiful.  The  first  crude  thought  was  to  find  somewhere 
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along  the  coast  a  little  plot  of  ground  where  a  few  of  us  might  get  the 
privilege  of  pitching  our  tents  for  a  while  in  Summer,  where  we  could 
enjoy  ourselves,  having  such  religious  services  intermingled  as  conveni¬ 
ence  or  inclination  might  suggest.  But  it  was  a  long  while  before  the 
crude  thought  gathered  sufficient  strength  to  assume  a  definite  shape. 
Meanwhile  the  Vineland  Camp-Meeting  for  the  promotion  of  Holiness 
was  held.  It  was  a  success  :  but  the  shade  was  not  good,  and  Rev.  J.  R. 
Andrews,  then  pastor  of  the  Vineland  Church,  and  Rev.  W.  B.  Osborn, 
selected  and  determined  on  the  purchase  of  a  better  grove  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  vicinity,  for  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  Camp-Meeting 
ground.  But,  through  some  misapprehension,  the  purchase  was  defeated. 
It  was  well ;  God  was  in  the  defeat.  Vineland  was  not  the  place.  The 
brethren  above  referred  to  then  sfiid,  “  Let  us  select  a  Camp-ground  by 
the  sea -side,  and  then  the  desired  rest  and  the  great  salvation  needed  can 
be  secured  at  the  same  time.”  They  agreed;  the  coast  was  explored, 
and  the  Seven-Mile  Beach,  Cape  May  county,  N.  J.,  was  fixed  upon  as 
the  spot,  and  was  to  be  purchased  by  Andrews  and  Osborn  for  $50,000,  a 
pretty  round  sum  for  two  poor  Methodist  Preachers — but  they  had  faith 
and  zeal,  though  little  money.  They  went  to  Philadelphia  to  com¬ 
plete  the  purchase,  when  Andrews  said  to  Osborn,  “  There  is  one  thing 
we  have  forgotten.”  “  What  is  that  ?”  said  Osborn.  “  The  mosquitoes ,” 
replied  Andrews.  “  We  don’t  want  to  buy  the  mosquitoes.”  “That’s 
so,”  said  Osborn,  and  the  purchase  was  abandoned.  That  was  well,  too, 
for  Seven-Mile  Beach  was  not  the  place.  Bro.  Osborn  was  appointed 
agent  for  the  Vineland  Seminary.  In  that  capacity  he  traveled  largely 
through  the  State,  and  talked  up  the  matter  of  a  sea-side  Summer  resort 
for  Ministers,  and  the  long-cherished  idea  of  a  Camp-Meeting  by  the 
sea.  In  the  selection  of  a  suitable  place,  the  whole  New  Jersey  coast, 
from  Cape  May  to  Sandy  Hook,  was  carefully  explored. 

The  grounds  we  now  occupy  were  first  visited  by  Rev.  W.  B.  Osborn 
and  Rev.  Geo.  Neal,  then  Pastor  of  First  Church,  Long  Branch,  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1868,  a  deep  snow  being  on  the  ground.  They  first  inclined  to  a 
point  of  land  on  what  is  now  the  Asbury  Park  side,  nearest  the  lake  and 
the  sea.  The  second  visit  was  a  few  weeks  later  ;  Osborn,  Neal  and  Rev. 
R.  M.  Stratton,  then  Pastor  of  the  Centenary  Church,  Long  Branch,  be¬ 
ing  the  company.  They  explored  the  grounds  pretty  thoroughly,  but 
reached  no  definite  conclusion.  After  that,  Bro.  Osborn  brought  Dr. 
Geo.  F.  Brown  and  Rev.  W.  E.  Perry,  P.  E.,  to  view  the  locality,  but 
no  advance  was  made,  and  the  matter  was  allowed  to  rest  until  the  com¬ 
ing  Summer.  Osborn  then  came  alone,  and  examined  all  the  grounds  in 
the  neighborhood.  The  time  was  more  propitious  to  select  a  Camp- 
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ground  than  in  bleak  Winter.  All  things  considered,  our  present  local¬ 
ity,  being  high  and  dry,  with  lakes  on  either  side,  a  pleasant  and  shady 
grove,  with  splendid  ocean  front  for  bathing,  was  finally  fixed  upon  as 
best  adapted  to  our  wants,  and  “  Ocean  Grove  ”  at  once  adopted  as  a 
name. 

At  the  time  of  the  selection  of  this  land  as  a  place  of  operation,  scarcely 
anything  could  have  been  rougher.  It  was  wilderness,  desert,  desolation. 
Silence  reigned.  After  passing  Great  Pond,  the  northern  boundary 
of  Asbury  Park,  all  was  an  unbroken  solitude.  A  serpentine  and 
heavy  sand  road,  wide  enough  for  only  a  single  wagon  track,  was  all  that 
penetrated  the  forest.  Crossing  what  was  then  Long  Pond,  now  Wesley 
Lake,  and  turning  into  the  thicket  just  where  our  gates  are,  at  the  head 
of  Main  Avenue,  our  driver  (the  first  time  we  entered  the  grounds,  May, 
1869),  stood  in  the  front  of  his  carriage  and  lifted  the  limbs  so  as  to 
crowd  our  conveyance  through  the  brush  and  drooping  boughs  of  the 
trees.  We  came  down  by  a  blind  road,  the  brush  tearing  and  scratching 
our  curtains  at  every  step,  and  stopped  just  in  the  rear  of  this  stand,  by 
the  cedar  tree  which  yet  remains  as  a  memorial  of  the  fact.  It  was  a  dark, 
dreary,  drizzly  day.  The  sands  hedged  us  in  like  petrified  billows  of  the 
sea,  while  outside  of  these  banks  were  knolls  and  depressions,  covered 
with  long  beach  grass,  the  picture  of  desolation  ;  while  the  sea  moaned 
in  the  distance  as  if  in  unutterable  sorrow  that  it  had  been  doomed  for 
long  ages  to  wash  the  shore  of  a  land  so  utterly  destitute  of  every  attrac¬ 
tion.  The  grove  was  a  tangled  wild-wood,  where  briers  scratched  and 
bushes  tore.  The  heavens  were  black,  the  grass  wet,  and  the  sands  half¬ 
knee  deep.  We  alighted  from  our  carriage,  and  went  forth  to  explore, 
Osborn  leading,  and  dilating,  with  all  the  energy  of  which  he  is  capable, 
upon  the  wonderful  beauties  of  the  place.  And,  strange  to  say,  black  as 
were  the  heavens,  wet  as  was  the  grass,  deep  as  was  the  sand,  moaning  as 
did  the  sea,  we  had  not  traveled  far  before  the  conviction  seized  every 
mind,  that,  dismal  and  destitute  as  it  was,  it  possessed  capabilities  of  be¬ 
ing  made  to  bloom  and  blossom  as  the  rose — and  while  we  stood  on  the 
sand-drifts  south  of  what  is  now  Main  Avenue,  and  looked  out  over  the 
great  wide  sea,  it  seemed  to  us  that  a  more  magnificent  site  for  cottages 
could  hardly  be  found. 

At  that  time,  between  Great  Pond  and  Shark  River,  east  of  the  main 
road,  a  distance  of  nearly  four  miles,  there  were  thirty-four  inhabitants. 
On  the  grounds  now  owned  by  the  Ocean  Grove  Camp-Meeting  Associa¬ 
tion,  (about  300  acres),  there  were  but  four  persons,  namely,  Charles 
Rogers,  wife  and  two  children.  On  the  grounds  now  known  as  Asbury 
Park,  there  was  not  a  single^  inhabitant.  And  yet,  dark  and  dismal  as 
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was  that  day,  destitute  as  was  the  earth  of  cultivation,  and  wild  as  was 
the  scene  on  every  hand,  it  did  not  seem  lonely  then,  and  never  has. 

This  was  the  condition  of  things  when  a  few  families,  about  twenty 
persons  in  all,  met  on  these  grounds  on  the  last  week  of  July,  1869.  Our 
tents,  poor,  dingy  and  old,  (ten  and  number),  were  located  about  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  Rev.  W.  B.  Osborn  was  near  the  northeast  edge  of  what  is  now 
Thompson  Park,  under  quite  a  large  hickory  tree,  which,  unfortunately 
and  greatly  to  our  regret,  is  now  nearly  or  quite  dead.  Near  him  was  the 
tent  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Stockton  and  Rev.  G.  Hughes.  A  little  south  of  these 
was  Orville  Howland,  of  Troy,  brother  of  Charles  E.  Howland,  of  the 
Pitman  House  ;  then  a  few  yards  north,  on  the  immediate  lake  front,  on 
the  rise  of  ground  in  Thompson  Park,  just  where  Pilgrim  Pathway  curves 
into  Lake  Avenue,  was  the  tent  of  J.  H.  Thornley,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia. 
In  this  tent  the  first  meeting  was  held.  A  little  north  of  the  ravine — 
which  ran  down  to  the  lake  about  where  Pilgrim’s  Pathway  lies — was 
a  tent,  occupied  for  a  night  or  two  by  our  beloved  Alfred  Cookman. 
Next  to  that,  about  where  the  Cookman  cottage  stands,  was  the  tent  of 
E.  H.  Stokes  ;  near  him,  still  a  little  north,  was  R.  J.  Andrews,  then 
Gardner  Howland  and  Joseph  Hillman,  both  of  Troy.  Next  to  them, 
adjoining  Rev.  B.  M.  Adams’  cottage,  were  two  tents  and  a  boarding 
table,  kept  by  John  Martin.  George  Franklin,  with  a  few  men  engaged 
in  clearing  away  the  underbrush,  had  located,  some  time  before,  in  a  tent 
about  where  the  Mathews  Cottage  has  since  been  built. 

This  was  the  company,  and  here,  amid  these  rude  arrangements,  they 
enjoyed  themselves  for  several  days.  They  had  religious  services  in  their 
own  tents  as  they  had  in  their  families  at  home  ;  but  there  was  no  united 
religious  worship  until  Tuesday  night,  July  31st.  That  evening  the  moon 
arose  about  9  o’clock.  It  was  proposed  to  go  down  to  the  beach  in  order 
to  have  a  good  view  of  this  interesting  event,  but  Mrs.  J.  H.  Thornley 
said  she  thought  we  ought  to  have  a  prayer-meeting.  Others  said,  “  Yes, 
but  where  shall  we  hold  it?”  “  In  my  tent,”  was  Sister  Thornley’s  re¬ 
ply.  “  It  is  well,”  several  responded  ;  “let  us  have  a  prayer-meeting”  ; 
and  Sister  Thornley  set  herself  to  fix  up  for  the  meeting.  Candles  were 
lit,  and  seats  were  extemporized.  Part  of  the  company  went  to  the  sea,  and 
part  remained  to  pray.  Of  that  prayer-meeting,  Rev.  G.  Hughes  wrote 
at  the  time,  in  the  “  Methodist  Home  Journal  ”  of  August  7th,  1869,  as 
follows  : 

“A  REMARKABLE  WEEK. 

“  A  company  of  Ministers  and  laymen,  with  their  families,  had  the 
week  previously  tented  at  Ocean  Grove.  On  Tuesday  evening  the  friends 
were  invited  to  meet  in  one  of  the  tents.  Rev.  E.  H.  Stokes,  Presiding 
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Elder  of  New  Brunswick  District,  led  the  exercises  in  a  prayer  of  wonder¬ 
ful  unction.  He  took  fast  hold  of  the  Eternal  Throne.  All  hearts  were 
drawn  into  the  exercise,  invoking  divine  aid  in  this  new  enteprise.  The 
tokens  of  divine  presence  were  unmistakable  and  glorious.  The  heavens 
were  bent  in  gracious  manifestations.  Oh,  as  the  pleading  man  of  God 
grew  vehement  in  the  request  that  we  11  might  have  a  single  eye,"  there 
was  a  deep  and  thrilling  response  to  that  utterance. 

“  After  a  somewhat  protracted  season  of  prayer,  the  Elder,  evidently 
struggling  under  extraordinary  emotion,  rose  to  speak.  The  thought  that 
pressed  upon  him  at  that  hour  was  the  nearness  of  the  spirit-world,  and 
the  undoubted  presence  of  the  pure  ones.  He  felt  that  there  was  only  a 
thin  veil  intervening.  He  referred  to  the  fact  that  just  seven  years  ago 
that  day  a  beloved  daughter  had  gone  to  join  the  glorified.  His  heart 
was  full — full  of  painful  memories  in  view  of  that  departure,  and  full  of 
exultation  that  for  seven  years  she  had  been  developing  her  redeemed 
powers  in  the  realm  celestial. 

“  Then  (with  an  emphasis  not  to  be  forgotten)  our  brother  said  he  felt, 
in  view  of  the  undertaking  before  us,  like  quoting  the  first  verse  of  the 
inspired  word,  stopping  in  the  middle:  ‘  In  the  beginning,  God;'  and, 
added,  ‘  Lo ,  God  is  here  ’ — here  in  the  beginning,  and  he  trusted  would 
be  in  the  continuance,  and  to  the  end. 

“  Mrs.  R.  J.  Andrews  was  moved  to  speak  in  a  similar  strain,  saying 
that  she  had  been  impressed  with  the  fact  that  spirits  from  the  excellent 
glory  were  very  near. 

“  The  occasion  made  an  indelible  impression  on  the  minds  of  those 
present.  The  seal  is  on  the  work.  The  Lord  has  taken  possession  of 
Ocean  Grove.  The  sense  of  his  presence  was  deep  and  all-pervading  du¬ 
ring  the  week.  The  history  of  the  week  is  comprehensively  and  truthfully 
written  in  the  expressive  sentence  flowing  so  unctuously  from  the  Elder’s 
lips  :  ‘  In  the  beginning,  God  f  ” 

Before  the  meeting  closed,  the  party  which  went  to  the  beach  had  seen 
the  moon  rise  from  the  sea,  and  joined  us  in  the  tent.  The  whole  com¬ 
pany  took  hold  of  God.  Joseph  Hillman  sung  some  of  his  wonderful 
songs,  and  the  first  meeting  at  Ocean  Grove  was  one  never  to  be  forgot¬ 
ten  in  the  annals  of  time  or  eternity.  The  names  of  the  persons  in  the 
tent  meeting  were  as  follows:  Jos.  H.  Thornley  and  wife,  Philadelphia; 
R.  J.  Andrews  and  wife,  New  Jersey  ;  Gardiner  Howland  and  wife,  Troy, 
N.  Y. ;  Wm.  Manahan,  Long  Branch;  Jos.  Hillman,  wife  and  daughter, 
Troy,  N.  Y.  ;  Wm.  B.  Osborn,  wife  and  son,  Farmingdale,  N.  J.  ;  Geo. 
Hughes,  New  Jersey;  Orville  Howland  and  wife,  Troy,  N.  Y.  ;  J.  H. 
Stockton,  New  Jersey  ;  John  Martin,  wife  and  daughter,  Greenville,  N. 
J.  ;  E.  H.  Stokes  and  wife,  Red  Bank,  N.  J. — twenty-two  in  all,  every 
one  of  whom  at  this  writing  is  alive. 

Wesley  Lake,  then  Long  Pond,  now  dotted  with  over  four  huudred 
nicely  trimmed  and  painted  boats  :  and  Fletcher  Lake,  then  Goose  Pond, 
having  twenty-three,  had  then  but  a  single  craft,  a  clumsy  superannuated 
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'  fishing  boat,  which  Bro.  Osborn  had  bought  for  a  small  sum  of  the  fish¬ 
ermen  along  shore,  and  had  christened  her  the  “  Barbara  Heck.”  This 
craft  could  carry,  without  much  inconvenience,  nearly  if  not  quite  the 
whole  population  of  Ocean  Grove  at  that  time,  at  a  single  trip.  Bishop 
Simpson  and  his  lady  honored  this  old  craft  with  their  presence,  and  in 
it  sailed  along  Wesley  Lake  up  through  the  wilds  towards  the  bridge,  and 
thought  the  ride  was  very  fine.  But  alas  !  one  stormy  night  Wesley 
Lake,  wearied  with  its  long  imprisonment,  slipped  out  to  sea,  and  with  it 
carried  the  old  Barbara  Heck,  since  which  time  all  efforts  for  its  recovery 
have  been  without  avail. 

Some  days  after  the  prayer  meeting  referred  to,  Bro.  Osborn  thought 
we  must  hold  a  kind  of  Camp-Meeting.  The  place  fixed  on  was  about 
where  D.  H.  Brown’s  cottage  stands.  Two  loads  of  boards  were  hauled 
from  Long  Branch,  pine  logs  were  cut,  and  on  these  the  boards  were 
placed  for  seats.  A  stand,  rude  as  could  be,  holding  three  or  four  per¬ 
sons,  a  little  straw  scattered  around,  and  invitations  to  the  few  people  in 
the  neighborhood  being  sent  out,  we  were  ready  for  work. 

Edgar  Orville  Howland,  of  Troy,  N.  Y. ,  an  exhorter,  held  the  first  re¬ 
ligious  service  at  this  little  Camp-Meeting,  the  theme  of  discourse  being 
“  partakers  of  Christ,”  suggested  by  Heb.  n,  14  :  the  congregation  num¬ 
bering  thirty  or  forty  persons.  It  was  a  very  small,  but  very  good  meet¬ 
ing.  It  soon  came  to  an  end,  however  ;  and  we  all  went  home  gieatly 
pleased  and  profited  with  our  visit  the  sea. 

Up  to  the  time  of  this  meeting,  there  had  been  no  purchase  of  lands, 
save  the  one-third  of  a  third  of  one  hundred  acres,  fishing  tract,  directly 
along  the  surf,  of  Britton  White,  for  $50.  The  deed  for  this  had  just 
been  obtained,  and  Bro.  Osborn,  in  company  with  Charles  Rogers,  went 
down  to  see  his  new  possession.  It  was  eleven  acres  of  sand,  nothing 
more,  nothing  less — just  as  good  and  pure  sand  as  the  world  produces  ! 
As  they  walked  and  talked,  Bro.  Rogers  saw  something  at  his  feet  that 
•resembled  a  coin.  He  did  not  pick  it  up,  but  called  Bro.  Osborn’s  at¬ 
tention  to  it.  He  stooped  and  took  it  in  his  hand.  They  both  said  it 
was  a  rusty  old  English  penny,  but  upon  further  inspection  it  proved  to 
be  a  Spanish  silver  dollar — the  same  that  I  now  present  to  you.  This 
was  regarded  as  an  augury  for  good. 

Soon  after  this  it  was  decided  to  purchase  a  few  acres,  lying  in  the 
grove,  immediately  along  the  northern  lake,  and  enough  beach  land  to 
give  us  a  passage  to  the  sea  ;  and  here  in  this  small  compass  a  few  of  us 
proposed,  in  the  simplest  and  most  unostentatious  way,  to  assemble  from 
year  to  year,  and  enjoy  our  Summer  rest  in  bathing,  fishing,  worshiping, 
or  sauntering  socially  along  the  shore,  free  from  the  heavy  cares  which 
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we  felt  resting  upon  us — welcoming  from  the  immediate  neighborhood 
such  as  might  choose  to  join  us  in  our  simple  service  by  the  sea.  It  was 
no  speculation — no  scheme  for  raising  money,  no  device  of  any  kind  ;  but 
simply  and  singly  social,  recreative  and  religious — mainly,  excepting  the 
few  neighbors  who  might  desire  to  worship  with  us,  for  ourselves  alone. 
The  great  world  we  did  not  seek,  but  shunned.  We  wanted  simply  to 
rest  and  recuperate. 

As  our  plans  became  known,  however,  others  wished  to  unite  with  us, 
and  we  were  earnestly  desired  so  to  extend  our  enterprise  as  to  include  all 
who  sought  similar  relief  from  the  heavy  cares  of  professional  or  business 
life.  Yielding  to  this  request,  a  meeting  was  held  on  the  22d  day  of  De¬ 
cember,  1869,  in  the  Trinity  M.  E.  Church,  Trenton,  N.  J.,  of  which 
the  lamented  Lawrence  was  then  Pastor,  and  an  Association,  consisting  of 
thirteen  Ministers  and  thirteen  laymen  was  formed,  and  a  charter  soon 
after  obtained  from  the  New  Jersey  Legislature,  under  the  following  title  : 
“  The  Ocean  Grove  Camp-Meeting  Association  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.'"  The  following  paragraphs  precede  the  charter  : 

“  Recognizing  the  beauty  of  the  Scripture  declaration,  ‘  The  earth  is 
the  Lord’s,  and  the  fullness  thereof’  ;  and  being  specially  impressed  with 
the  propriety  of  having  a  portion  of  the  land  skirting  the  sea  consecrated 
to  sacred  uses,  we  whose  names  are  hereunto  annexed,  with  a  single  eye 
to  the  divine  glory,  and  in  humble  dependence  upon  our  Heavenly  La¬ 
ther’s  aid,  do  hereby  solemnly  covenant  together  to  use  certain  land  which 
has  been  providentially  committed  to  our  trust,  for  these  high  and  holy 
purposes.  And  we  further  declare  it  to  be  our  design  to  keep  these  lands 
a  perpetual  oblation  upon  Christ’s  altar,  enjoining  the  same  duty  upon 
those  who  may  succeed  us.  To  this  end  we  mutually  pledge  our  Chris¬ 
tian  honor.” 

The  By-Laws  declare  the  objects  of  the  Association  to  be  as  follows: 
“  To  provide  for  the  holding  of  Camp-Meetings  of  an  elevated  charac¬ 
ter,  especially  for  the  promotion  of  Christian  holiness  ;  and  to  afford  to 
those  who  would  spend  a  few  days  or  weeks  at  the  sea-shore,  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  do  so  at  moderate  cost,  free  from  the  temptations  to  dissipation 
usually  found  at  fashionable  watering  places.” 

Any  surplus  funds  remaining  to  the  corporation,  after  defraying  the 
necessary  expenses  for  improvements  or  otherwise,  are  to  be  devoted  to 
such  benevolent  objects  as  may  be  determined  by  the  Association  at  its 
regular  meetings. 

The  names  of  the  twenty- six  original  members  of  the  Association,  each 
of  whom  paid  twenty-five  dollars  to  constitute  a  fund  with  which  to  com¬ 
mence  our  work,  are  found  in  the  charter  in  the  following  order  :  Ell- 
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wood  H.  Stokes,  Ruliff  V.  Lawrence,  George  Hughes.  William  B.  Osborn, 
David  H.  Brown,  John  S.  Inskip,  William  H.  Boole,  Benjamin  M.  Ad¬ 
ams,  Alfred  Cookman,  Adam  Wallace,  John  H.  Stockton,  Aaron  E.  Bal¬ 
lard,  William  Franklin,  Robert  J.  Andrews,  Joseph  H.  Thornley,  George 
W.  Evans,  Christopher  Sickler,  George  Franklin,  Samuel  T.  Williams, 
William  Manahan,  John  Martin,  George  W.  Cheeseman,  James  Black, 
Oliver  L.  Gardner,  Gardiner  Howland  and  William  F.  Jordan. 

Three  of  these,  namely,  Alfred  Cookman,  R.  V.  Lawrence  and  George 
Franklin,  have  died.  Six  others,  viz.  :  Wm.  H.  Boole,  S.  T.  Williams, 
Wm.  Manahan,  O.  L.  Gardner,  Gardiner  Howland  and  Wm.  F.  Jordan, 
have  ceased  to  be  members.  The  vacancies  by  death  and  otherwise  have 
been  filled  by  the  election  of  J.  H.  Alday,  M.  D.,  Rev.  J.  R.  Daniels, 
J.  L.  Hays,  Esq.,  Rev.  I.  Simmons,  T.  T.  Tasker,  Esq.,  Holmes  Mur¬ 
phy,  Esq.,  Stephen  Rogers,  Esq.,  and  Geo.  J.  Hamilton,  Esq. 

From  the  original  twenty-six  a  board  of  officers  was  elected,  with  your 
speaker  as  President. 

He  immediately  felt,  in  assuming  the  duties  of  the  office,  that  a  great 
work  had  been  undertaken,  and  said  that  inasmuch  as  all  the  members  of 
the  Association  had  their  callings,  which  absorbed  their  time,  it  was  a  ne¬ 
cessity,  in  view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  enterprise,  that  the  superintend¬ 
ence  of  the  work  upon  the  grounds  should  be  the  undivided  business  of 
some  one  person.  So  all  felt.  It  was  then  proposed  to  secure  from  the 
New  Jersey  Conference  the  services  of  Rev.  W.  B.  Osborn  as  snperinten- 
dent :  which  being  done,  the  work  commenced. 

The  incipient  movements  were  to  clear  a  part  of  the  Grove  from  un¬ 
derbrush,  stake  out  the  lots,  and  secure  as  soon  as  possible  a  hundred  sub¬ 
scribers  for  lots  at  $50  each.  This  was  soon  done,  and  on  the  first  day 
of  June,  1870,  the  subscribers  came  to  claim  their  property.  It  was  mu¬ 
tually  decided  that  the  choice  should  be  sold  at  auction.  The  first  choice 
brought  $86,  and  was  paid  by  James  A.  Bradley,  Esq.,  now  of  Asbury 
Park,  for  the  lake  lot  (still  vacant)  lying  between  W.  P.  Breck’s  and  the 
cottage  of  Rev.  B.  M.  Adams.  The  premiums  for  lots  on  the  ocean 
front  ran  down  as  low  as  $1,  and  lots  bought  there  for  $51,  have  since  in 
some  instances  been  sold  as  high  as  $1,500.  The  aggregate  of  premiums 
on  that  day  amounted  to  $1,500,  which  was  thought  to  be  a  great  success. 

The  price  of  lots  then  advanced  to  $75,  then  to  $125,  and  finally  to 
$250.  After  this,  other  purchases  were  made  by  the  Association;  but 
the  whole  land  question  in  connection  with  Ocean  Grove,  has  a  history, 
which,  if  ever  written  in  full,  will  be  found  to  possess  an  interest  amount¬ 
ing  to  more  than  romance,  because  thrilled  with  facts  that  pushed  us  out 
often  to  the  crumbling  verge  of  despair,  and  unless  relief  had  come  from 


40 


OCEAN  GROVE.  N.  J. 


God,  must  sooner  or  later  have  involved  some  of  us,  though  innocent 
and  pure  in  these  transactions  as  the  first-born  sons  of  light,  in  irretriev¬ 
able  disaster,  if  not  utter  ruin.  But  to  the  trusting  heart  there  never  yet 
was  a  Red  Sea  of  difficulty  that  some  Moses  was  not  found  ready  and  able 
to  smite  and  divide  the  waters.  So  here.  After  eighteen  months  of 
weary  watching,  working,  waiting  and  praying,  till  hope  began  to  grow 
sick  with  the  long  delay,  it  was  found  that  our  title  to  a  part  of  our  lands, 
for  which  we  had  paid  five  hundred  dollars,  and  on  the  strength  of  which 
we  had  surveyed  our  property,  sold  lots,  and  on  which  cottages  had  been 
built,  was  worthless  !  but  could  (as  a  special  favor  to  as  /)  be  made  perfect 
by  the  payment  of  seventeen  thousand  dollars  more  !  We  thought  that 
we  were  wronged,  and  that  you  were  wronged,  for  every  dollar  of  income 
to  this  Association  is  to  the  interest  of  every  lot-holder — yet  we  accepted 
the  situation  as  the  best  we  could  do,  and  regarding  this  sum  as  the  potent 
rod  to  divide  our  Red  Sea,  we  marched  in  and  through  as  on  dry  ground, 
and  on  the  shore  of  deliverance  sung  a  song  of  gratitude,  as  hearty  as 
Miriam  and  the  host  did  when  they  saw  their  foes  defeated — heartier,  if 
possible  :  for  the  Israelites’  peril  and  deliverance  were  simply  temporal, 
while  ours  was  reputational,  spiritual,  and  might  have  been  eternal. 


But  these  remarks  are  largely  general.  In  order  to  give  a  more  definite 
idea  of  the  perplexities  of  Ocean  Grove  land  questions,  I  may  state  that 
the  whole  property,  consisting  of  about  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  acres,* 
was  acquired  by  the  purchase  of  ten  different  tracts,  for  which  ten  deeds 
had  to  be  given.  To  validate  these  deeds  required  ninety-two  signatures, 
but  in  the  transfer  (several  different  parties  being  interested  in  the  same 
tract),  some  of  the  names  had  to  be  obtained  as  many  as  four  times,  and 
each  time  with  increased  difficulty.  The  actual  number  of  different 
owners  was  forty-four.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  parties  from 
whom  the  grounds  were  bought  : 


BRITTON  WHITE, 
CAROLINE  WHITE, 

THEO.  FIELDS, 

SARAH  FIELDS, 

JAMES  FIELDS, 

CHARLOTTE  HUBBARD, 
SUSAN  BORDEN, 
ANDREWETTA  S.  BRINLEY, 
JOSEPH  WHITE, 

SARAH  E.  WHITE, 
WILLIAM  THORNE, 
MARTHA  A.  THORNE, 
WILLIAM  SWANTON, 


JAMES  A.  BRADLEY, 
HELEN  M.  BRADLEY, 
JAMES  WHITE, 
SARAH  WHITE, 
WILLIAM  C.  WHITE, 
DRUMMOND  WHITE, 
HANNAH  A.  WHITE. 
GOYAN  DRUMMOND, 
DIVINE  ALGOR, 
JOHN  E.  WHITE, 
YOUMANS  B.  WHITE, 
HENRY  WHITE, 
ELIZABETH  WHITE, 


*Now  about  300  acres. 
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ANN  SW ANTON, 
CHARLES  ROGERS, 
MARY  E.  ROGERS, 
WILLIAM  FIELDS, 
JOHN  SICKLES, 
HENRY  FIELDS, 
RUTH  ANN  FIELDS, 
JACOB  FIELDS, 
HELEN  R.  RUSSELL, 


RUSSELL  WHITE, 
WILLIAM  W.  JEFFREY, 
JANE  JEFFREY, 
BORDEN  W.  SANFORD, 
DEBORAH  SANFORD, 
BENJAMIN  WHITE, 
JENNIE  WHITE, 
FRANCES  CORLIS, 
MARTHA  C.  CORLIS. 


And  when  it  is  remembered  that  these  were  scattered  through  different 
States,  some  minors,  others  in  peculiar  mental  conditions,  and  all  to  be 
consulted,  and  such  arrangements  made  with  them  as  the  almost  endless 
variety  of  circumstances  and  views  of  the  case  demanded,  the  adjustment 
of  the  questions  at  all  seems  to  us  nothing  short  of  divine  interposition. 
The  chief  human  agent  in  unraveling  these  entanglements,  was  D.  H. 
Brown,  Esq.,  Treasurer  of  Ocean  Grove  Camp-Meeting  Association, 
whose  patience  in  the  matter  has  only  been  equaled  by  the  intense  desire 
he  has  felt  to  see  all  these  questions  brought  to  a  satisfactory  end. 

The  water  question  was  in  the  beginning  one  of  great  anxiety.  There 
was  plenty  of  water  in  the  sea,  in  the  lakes — all  around — but  what  should 
we  do  for  water  to  drink?  There  were  no  springs,  no  living  fresh  water 
streams.  The  prospects  were  discouraging.  Sunset  Lake  seemed  to  be 
the  most  feasible  source  ;  but  that  was  too  far  off.  Finally,  attention  was 
called  to  the  tube-pump,  and  it  was  thought  it  might  work  here.  It  was 
tried,  and  up  to  this  time,  with  the  hundreds  of  pumps  now  upon  this 
ground,  has  proved  a  triumphant  success.  Better  water,  with  a  supply 
less  likely  to  fail,  hardly  exists  perhaps  upon  the  continent. 

After  the  first  of  June,  1870,  lots  were  fairly  in  the  market,  and  there 
were  sold  that  year,  three  hundred  and  seventy-three. 

During  that  year  the  first  cottage  was  built — corner  of  Asbury  Avenue 
and  Kingsley  Place — by  H.  Y.  Lazear,  then  of  Warwick,  N.  Y. ,  now  of 
Chicago.  In  the  Winter,  Messrs.  Fuller  and  Haywood  built,  and  in  the 
Spring  of  next  year,  Thornley,  Stetson,  Stokes,  Mrs.  Duffield  and  Mrs. 
Hulse.  At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  sixty  in  all.  To-day  there 
are  three  hundred  and  fifty-five  cottages,  all  but  eight  occupied  on  Mon¬ 
day  last,  and  forty-five  other  buildings,  making  the  entire  number  of 
buildings  now  on  the  ground  just  four  hundred. 

If  to  these  we  add  the  buildings  erected  in  Asbury  Park,  Ocean  Park, 
New  Branch  and  Ocean  Beach — amounting  probably  to  as  many  more — 
we  shall  get  some  idea  of  the  greatness  of  the  work  in  this  vicinity  du¬ 
ring  the  last  five  years.  But  after  we  have  done  this,  we  have  not  reached 
all  of  the  material  accomplishments  even  of  Ocean  Grove.  It  can  be 
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shown  that,  either  immediately  or  remotely,  Ocean  Grove’s  financial  and 
spiritual  success  was  the  originating  thought  of  Asbury  Park,  Ocean 
Park,  Ocean  Beach,  (New  Jersey,)  and  Sea  Cliff,  N.  Y.,  Shelter  Island, 
L.  I  ,  Pitman  Grove,  N.  J.,  Chester  Heights,  Pa.,  Rehoboth,  Del.,  Lake 
Bluff,  Ill.,  Arlington  Heights,  Florida,  Sea  Grove,  (near  Cape  May,)  Mt. 
Tabor,  N.  J.,  Thousand  Isles,  St.  Lawrence  River,  and  Sea-Side  Park, 
Tom’s  River,  N.  J.  And  it  gave  a  fresh  impetus  to  New  Branch,  and 
also  to  Sea  Girt  and  Monmouth  Beach. 

The  first  Camp  Meeting  held  on  these  grounds,  commenced  on  Tues¬ 
day,  July  26th,  and  closed  on  Friday  night,  August  5th,  1870.  It  was 
well  attended,  the  weather  was  delightful,  the  order  perfect,  and  the  in¬ 
fluence,  from  its  inception  to  the  close,  heavenly  and  divine.  Sinners 
were  converted,  believers  sanctified,  and  all  hearts  were  drawn  nearer  to 
God. 

To  accommodate  this  meeting,  and  that  of  1871,  tents  of  the  Round 
Lake  Camp-Meeting  Association,  numbering  nearly  150,  were  hired,  at 
an  expense  of  $500,  with  the  additional  cost  of  transportation  from 
Round  Lake  and  back,  together  with  the  wages,  traveling  expenses  and  the 
board  of  an  overseer  sent  with  them.  After  these  meetings  we  purchased 
tents  for  ourselves,  and  the  Association  now  owns  262,  nearly  all  of  which 
are  at  this  time  rented  and  erected — a  larger  number,  and  at  an  earlier 
date  than  any  previous  year,  with  a  much  greater  number  of  private  tents 
than  ever  before. 

The  improvements,  from  the  first  year  of  our  history,  have  gone  stead¬ 
ily  forward — our  expenses  often  going  beyond  our  receipts — until  we  have 
accumulated  about  $60,000  worth  of  movable  property,  including  $500 
of  turnpike  stock,  and  $5,500  of  Rail  Road  bonds — to  which  is  to  be 
added  the  fact  that  our  land  is  all  paid  for,  excepting  one  mortgage  of 
$7,000  ;*  while  our  total  receipts  from  land  and  other  sources  have,  in  the 
five  years  of  our  actual  history,  amounted  to  over  $200,000:  all  of  which 
has  been  expended  to  improve  the  place.  We  have  opened,  graded, 
graveled  or  clayed  about  seven-and-a-half  miles  of  avenues,  with  from 
ten  to  twelve  miles  of  sidewalks.  Much  yet  remains  to  be  done  in  this 
direction,  which  work  will  be  carried  forward  as  fast  as  funds  allow. 

It  is  important  now  to  call  even  more  special  attention  to  the  object 
of  this  organization — and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  say  that  it  is  pre-emi¬ 
nently  Religious.  All  the  members  of  our  Association  must  be  members 
of  the  Christian  Church.  An  act  that  would  expel  them  from  the  Church, 
expels  them  from  our  Association.  All  our  business  meetings  commence 
and  end  with  religious  services.  The  aim  of  the  Association  has  been 

*Tliis  does  not  include  purchases  made  since  the  delivery  of  this  Address. 
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and  is  to  keep  its  eye  single  to  the  glory  of  God.  This  is  its  primary  ob¬ 
ject — this  is  its  great  leading  design.  The  lands  we  have  laid  on  Christ’s 
altar;  our  meetings  are  to  promote  the  highest  forms  of  religious  life. — 
These  things  we  have  never  concealed,  but  have  labored  to  make  public 
everywhere.  Those  who  come  among  us,  come  with  this  understanding, 
and  so  long  as  they  see  and  have  sympathy  with  our  objects,  we  welcome 
all,  of  every  name.  If  they  do  not  see  and  feel  with  us,  the  world  is 
wide,  and  we  wish  them  well. 

The  immediate  and  remote  religious  influences  of  Ocean  Grove  during 
these  five  years  of  her  history,  are  beyond  computation.  Thousands  have 
been  blessed  at  her  altars,  while  the  restraining  power  which  she  has  ex¬ 
erted  on  the  hearts  and  lives  of  men,  is  much  greater  still. 

Our  rules,  which  have  been  the  subject  of  much  comment,  especially 
by  those  who  never  read  them,  we  have  published,  and  ask  all  to  study. 
They  are  simply  a  mutual  protection — not  more  for  us  than  for  you.  If 
we  sold  our  lots  in  fee  simple  rather  than  by  lease,  you  might  have  some¬ 
thing  offensive  next  to  your  cottage,  which  you  have  built  for  a  pleasant 
Summer  retreat.  If  we  allowed  the  transfer  of  a  lot  without  our  appro¬ 
val,  you  might  soon  be  annoyed  with  most  offensive  neighbors.  If  we 
allowed  the  indiscriminate  occupancy  of  cottages  during  the  Winter 
months  by  any  who  may  chance  to  get  the  privilege,  the  danger  from  fire 
would  be  greatly  increased,  and  the  little  Summer  adornments  of  your 
property  might  soon  be  destroyed  by  children  and  others  who  have  little 
or  no  interest  in  the  place.  As  it  is,  we  allow  no  one  to  stay  during  the 
Winter  unless  they  are  known  to  be  proper  and  responsible  persons,  and 
there  are  good  reasons  why  they  should  remain.  When  this  is  clearly 
shown,  there  have  never  been  refusals  for  any  to  remain. 

The  next  rule  that  has  called  forth  remark,  is  that  requiring  our  gates 
closed  on  the  Sabbath.  On  this  we  simply  say,  we  are  a  religious  place 
and  a  religious  people.  To  open  our  gates  on  the  Sabbath  would  disturb 
the  outside  world  ;  make  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  travel ;  break  up 
congregations  in  the  country  for  miles  around  us,  and  so  unsettle  us  in¬ 
side  that  one  of  the  primary  objects  of  our  Association — viz.  :  quietness 
and  rest — would  be  defeated.  I  have  just  to  say  on  this  Anniversary  oc¬ 
casion,  that  with  thoughtful  people  our  Sabbath  regulations  are  one  of 
our  chief  attractions,  and  there  is  no  human  probability  that  these  rules 
will  ever  be  revoked.  All  our  other  rules  are  so  obviously  simple  and 
reasonable  that  they  do  not  even  need  a  passing  remark  from  me. 

In  the  prosecution  of  this  work,  from  its  inception  our  way  has  been 
environed  with  difficulties  —  we  were  walking  in  an  untrodden  path. 
Sometimes,  indeed  often,  after  we  had  advanced  we  had  to  retrace  our 
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steps  and  seek  another  course.  Sometimes  the  mountains  rose  steep  and 
jagged  before  us  ;  sometimes  every  door  seemed  closed,  and  we  were  al¬ 
most  ready  to  give  up.  We  were  often  misunderstood,  and  consequently 
misjudged— yet  we  struggled  on.  And  while  sometimes  some  of  our 
brethren  thought  strangely  of  us,  there  were  always  a  few  to  cheer,  and 
now  and  then  to  say  a  kindly  word.  We  have  worked  with  our  own 
hands,  we  have  worked  with  our  brain  often  till  the  midnight  hour, 
and  sometimes  till  the  day  dawned — sometimes  holding  our  meetings  at 
the  foot  of  a  pine  tree,  because  we  had  no  better  place  ;  sometimes  shiv¬ 
ering  with  the  cold,  because  we  had  no  fire — working  for  you,  for  God — 
for  nothing  ;  no,  not  for  nothing  ;  for  every  moment  there  has  been,  no 
matter  what  the  world  has  said,  a  conscious  integrity  of  purpose — and 
that  has  always  brought  its  own  sweet,  blessed  sense  of  reward.  And 
now,  whatever  may  have  been  the  cares  and  anxieties  about  this  place, 
we  are  more  than  compensated  by  the  fact  that  God  has  set  upon  it  the 
broad  seal  of  his  approbation. 

ihere  never  was  a  period  in  all  our  history  when  so  many  smile  upon 
and  greet  us  with  approving  words.  For  all  these  things  we  are  pro¬ 
foundly  thankful,  and  in  all  we  only  ask  that  God  may  be  glorified  in  the 
salvation  of  men. 

We  want  everything  at  Ocean  Grove  to  be  sweet,  and  pure,  and  good. 
A  cardinal  idea  with  us  is  that  our  people  shall  enjoy  the  sea,  the  sail, 
the  bath,  the  lake,  the  grove — everything,  but  everything  subordinate  to 
religion.  Let  Jesus  be  supreme  !  We  raise  the  flag  of  our  country  at 
the  foot  of  Ocean  Pathway,  and  we  enjoy  its  glorious  stars  and  stripes  as 
they  furl  in  the  ocean  breeze  ;  but  over  the  stars  and  stripes  floats  in  com¬ 
manding  majesty  the  divine  inscription,  “  The  Lord  God  Omnipotent 
Reigneth  ” — and  our  pleasures  are  all  the  sweeter  because  God  is  with 
us.  We  will  not  knowingly  abridge  the  real  pleasure  of  man,  woman  or 
child,  but  let  all  be  in  sweet  accord  with  the  holy  Jesus.  All  hail  Relig¬ 
ion,  recreation,  rest ! 

Allow  me  a  personal  reference  in  conclusion.  This  is  to  me  a  most  in¬ 
teresting  day.  Of  all  other  days,  fullest  of  sweet,  sad,  tender  and  yet 
triumphant  memories — memorial  of  my  marriage,  memorial  of  a  beloved 
daughter’s  death,  and  memorial  of  that  first  little  prayer-meeting  held 
within  a  hundred  yards  or  so  of  this  spot,  just  six  years  ago  to-night — 
triple  memorial  day — glad,  sad,  triumphant !  To  the  former  I  gave  the 
unmeasured  affection  of  an  earnest  soul  ;  but  to  Ocean  Grove  I  have  given 
the  best  judgment  of  my  ripest  years — the  toil  of  brain,  and  bone,  and 
blood  and  heart.  The  same  is  true  of  those  associated  with  me.  The 
joy  of  her  success  is  like  the  joy  of  one’s  nuptial  day  ;  but  when  she  de- 
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parts  from  her  original  principles,  my  grief  will  be  like  that  with  which 
I  followed  my  dead  to  the  silent  grave — and  as  I  have  mourned  for  them, 
so  should  I  mourn  if  Ocean  Grove  failed  to  fulfill  her  high  and  holy  mis¬ 
sion.  But  she  shall  not  fail ;  God  is  with  her,  and  so  long  as  we  are  true 
to  Him,  he  will  be  true  to  us.  If  I  speak  to  you  no  more  on  this  subject, 
this  is  my  last  request  for  Ocean  Grove  : 

Still  let  this  place  be  held  for  God, 

By  Him  be  blest,  to  Him  be  given, 

Its  hearts  and  homes  be  His  abode, 

His,  morning,  noon,  and  dewy  ev’en  ; 

My  heart  repeats  it  o’er  and  o’er, 

His  all  the  while,  His  evermore. 

At  the  close  of  the  address,  the  following  original  hymn  was  sung. 

God  of  the  Grove,  where  leaves  of  green 
Are  brilliant  in  the  golden  light, 

Where  bright  skies  looking  down  between, 

Smile  on  us  through  the  silent  night — 

Thou  God  of  might  and  matchless  love, 

Walk  through  our  walks  at  Ocean  Grove. 

God  of  the  lakes,  where  soft  winds  blow, 

And  waters  laugh  beneath  the  sun, 

Where  maidens  sing  and  children  row, 

Where  age  and  youth  melt  into  one— 

Thou  God  of  might  and  matchless  love, 

Be  on  our  lakes  at  Ocean  Grove. 

God  of  the  beach,  whose  ocean  air 
Gives  zest  to  life  and  rest  to  all, 

While  we  such  earthly  blessings  share, 

O  let  Thy  Spirit  on  us  fall — 

Thou  God  of  might  and  matchless  love, 

Brood  o’er  the  beach  at  Ocean  Grove 

God  of  the  sea,  where  tempests  sweep, 

And  stormy  billows  lash  the  land, 

Who  measurest  the.  awful  dee]), 

As  in  the  hollow  of  Thy  hand— 

Thou  God  of  might  and  matchless  love, 

Command  the  sea  at  Ocean  Grove. 

God,  whom  we  worship,  Jesus,  Lord, 

We  sing  Thy  praise,  we  trust  Thy  blood, 

Led  by  Thy  Spirit  and  Thy  word, 

O,  make  us  wise  and  make  us  good— 

Thou  God  of  might  and  matchlesslove, 

Make  us  a  power  at  Ocean  Grove. 

God  of  the  land  and  of  the  sea, 

Goil  of  the  human  heart  and  will, 

Whatever  may  or  may  not  be, 

O  may  we  in  Thy  hands  be  still — 

Then  sink  in  into  Thy  matchless  love, 

And  all  be  pure  at  Ocean  Grove. 


E.  H.  S. 


THE  LOVE-FEAST. 


The  Sabbath-morning  love-feast  was  not  only  the  best  ever  held  at 
Ocean  Grove,  but  the  grandest  meeting  of  this  peculiar  character  which 
some  of  its  participants,  ever  witnessed.  We  question  whether  here  or 
elsewhere,  at  National  or  International,  or  any  other  Camp-Meeting,  such 
a  cosmopolitan  assemblage  was  ever  drawn  together.  It  exceeded  all  its 
predecessors  in  point  of  numbers,  and  baffles  all  description  in  regard  to  the 
tone  prevailing,  the  testimonies  given,  and,  amid  surging  excitement,  the 
admirable  quietness  which  was  maintained.  Representatives  of  twenty  An¬ 
nual  Conferences  crowded  the  Ministers’  stand.  Successively  a  visitor 
from  the  West  Indies  was  followed,  in  witnessing  words  for  Jesus,  by  the 
German,  the  African,  the  Englishman,  and  persons  from  the  dominion  of 
Canada. 

The  frequent  outbursts  of  Christian  sentiment  in  blessed  strains  of 
song,  conveyed  the  idea  that  through  this  instrumentality  alone  hearts  are 
fired,  melted,  lifted  up  from  sordid  and  selfish  things  into  a  degree  of 
practical  evangelical  union,  where 

“Names,  and  sects,  and  parties  fall, 

And  Jesus  Christ  is  all  in  all.” 

Those  who  had  nothing  better  to  do  than  keep  tally,  announced  the  num¬ 
ber  who  in  turn  stood  up  to  testify  of  having  received  salvation,  at  one 
hundred  and  ninety  !  A  show  of  hands  from  those  whose  “  hearts  burned 
within  them,”  who  would  have  spoken  if  they  had  the  opporiunity,  indi¬ 
cated  many  hundreds  more.  Names  distinguished  in  the  religious  activities 
of  this  stirring  age  and  period,  were  there.  Names,  also, 

“Little  and  unknown, 

Loved  and  prized  by  God  alone,” 

who  glory  in  the  cross,  and  compose  the  reliable  rank  and  file  of  Imman¬ 
uel’s  army,  imbued  with  grace,  and  walking  in  the  sunlight  of  consecra¬ 
ted  lives,  were  in  their  place. 

Oh,  what  a  scene  of  beauty  !  What  a  tide  of  power  !  Wave  on  wave 
rolling  over  those  happy  thousands,  who,  as  the  voice  of  a  great  multi¬ 
tude,  and,  as  the  “  sound  of  many  waters,”  rendered  their  ascriptions  of 
praise,  and  laid  their  crowns  at  Jesus’  feet.  All  felt  like  saying — 

“  Can  my  lips  be  mute  or  my  heart  be  sad, 

When  the  gracious  Master  hath  made  me  glad  ? 

When  he  points  where  the  many  mansions  be, 

And  sweetly  says,  “  There  is  one  for  thee.’ 

“  I  shall  catch  the  gleam  of  its  jasper  wall 
When  I  come  to  the  gloom  of  the  even-fall, 

For  I  know  the  shadows,  dreary  and  dim, 

Have  a  path  of  light  that  will  lead  to  Him.” 

•Ocean  Grove  Record. 


MAP  OF  NEW  JERSEY, 
Showing  the  various  Routes  to  Ocean  Grove. 


